Grasslands Naturalists Board Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, September 4, 2024

Chamber of Commerce Board Room

1. Call to Order - 4:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call - Present - Sheila McLeod, Cathy Linowski, Paul Thibault, Martha Maudsley, Angela Turner, lan
Turner, Linda Fisher, Alanna Dean. Absent - Phil Horch.

3. Approval of Agenda.

4. Review and Adoption of the June 5, 2024 Board Meeting. Minutes All in favour, approved as is.
5. Business Arising from the Minutes.

6. Committee Reports

The Bundle: Finance Report - Angela Membership 40 individual, 34 family, 7 Lifetime, 2 Family lifetime,
119 total - Servus GN Chequing $5044.19.

- Servus GN Savings $6,969.29.

- Servus GIC $10000.00.
Servus GIC #2 $5000.00.

- GIC #3 $5000.00.

Servus Casino $16,492.37.

Program Report - Linda. Board is invited to a 5pm supper at Mauro’s with Dr. Dale Leckie. Presentation
will begin at 7pm. October’s speaker is Morganne Wall, speaking about a Saw-whet Owl project in the
Cypress Hills. November 26, Gardners’ NFLD trip. December - Potluck Supper on the day of the
Christmas Bird Count. Venue for 2025 March AGM - MH Library hopefully but the theater cannot be
booked until one month before an event. Discussion if we want a Members’ Night or Pizza Parley?
Maybe a Trivia night? GN will include a Gerry Ehlert memorial event as part of the June 2025 Picnic.

Irrigation Committee Report - Paul deferred to October.

School Earth Club Collaboration - Oct. 4, 2:30 - Martha Maudsley - Waiting to hear back from Teacher
Jennifer Matt. Club will walk down to Kin Coulee where Sheila and Cathy are providing snacks. We will
listen to the students’ plans/dreams of how GN could work with them on a ‘project’. Angela and Martha
MG are also interested in participating. Email chain forwarded to them.



Letters sent for Board - Sheila, Cathy re: award.

Municipal Mingle Event - Sept. 12 - Towne Square - 4-7 p.m. there may be City of Medicine Hat staff
there that GN wants to talk to.

Bird Friendly Committee Meeting: Sept. 11" Talk to Phil if you’re interested!

Continuing Business: Strategic Planning Final Report - Paul deferred to January as Paul is very involved
currently with Nature Alberta.

Start time for Guest speakers - will be 7 pm for 1 hour. Business Meeting will begin at 8 pm.

Future of the Scenic Views Committee this project is being wrapped up. Sheila suggests that a
committee is needed to look at the sign boards once or twice a year to check on signs and make sure
they’re being maintained. Sheila to talk to John about it.

Continuing work of sorting GN’s boxes of files and

getting the History of GN started.(Grants available?) Alanna is willing to take this on but wants criteria.
Minutes and the Chronicle are taken care of. Angela says she and lan went through a box, sorted like
items together, threw out obvious garbage and duplicates. Paul has the key to storage. Paul to send an
email with a date to come by to take a box to do initial sorting.

New Business:

With great sadness: Memorial action for Gerry Ehlert possible Science Fair award? Maybe a GN award
without being in a specific name or change name yearly. Scholarship at Medicine Hat College? Paul says
we need to be careful about setting precedence. By February, Cathy and Linda will decide on details.
Cathy motions that we establish an award to the regional science fair in the amount of $100 named
the Grasslands Naturalists Environmental award annually which will be dedicated to an exemplary GN
member. All in favour, passed. Gerry Ehlert will also be mentioned at the Adopt a Pond weiner roast as
an adopter.

Report on meeting to discuss maintenance of the SEAWA riparian sites - Martha M-G, Cathy, Sheila
Possible GN endorsement of the updating and reprinting of the

South East Alberta Bird checklist, last updated in 2013 - Phil. Angela says we could use casino funds as it
is resource materials.



Collaboration of GN with AWA Bioblitz, June 6-8, 2025 in Cypress Hills Park - Paul communicated with
AWA and sent Board email. Is this something in principle that we’re interested in? Discussion. GN to
publicize the fact it’s coming up in Chronicle. Paul to include an article in the Chronicle.

Encouraging the government to require environmental assessments before projects with potential to
harm the environment are approved. Deferred to the next meeting.

Succession of Leadership for Nature Walks - Martha M. G.. Martha has a prototype planning sign up
sheet for members to sign up. Martha to present it to the GM.

Adopt-a-Pond end of season event - Martha MG. Weiner roast. Friday September 27, 2024. Martha
MG moves that $100 be allowed for Adopt-a-Pond Weiner roast if the Parks department doesn’t pay
for it. All in favour, passed.

Community Service Learning (CSL) University of Alberta, volunteer student involvement - Cathy
submitted a report on Google Drive. Students assigned from Marketing class and provide us with a
package for an event, initiative, knowledge campaign and more. Can be a specific project or general. No
cost to us. Letter of intent submitted by October 15th. Need a primary and secondary contact (Corlaine).
This could be an ongoing project if it goes well. Cathy moves that Grasslands Naturalists participate in
Community Service Learning project of University of Alberta beginning winter term 2025. All in favour,
carried.

Operations Committee Hugh/ Paul - requests to MHIP including programming, suggestions, etc. to be
sent to the Operations Committee first. Martha MG suggests a Board meeting with MHIP? Paul suggests
talking with Hugh first.

Discussion about GN possibly applying for grant to hire staff to complete work other than currently
done through the Interpretive Center.

The 10 Year South Saskatchewan Regional Plan Review Survey will be launched in September. Who from
the Board is best informed to complete the survey on GN’s behalf? More information on the Land-use
Framework Website. Sheila agreed to contact Rob or Corlaine Gardner about possibly completing the
South Saskatchewan Regional Plan Review Survey on GN's behalf.

Cathy suggests hiring a coordinator.

There was a short discussion of the possible complications of hiring staff for projects funded by
additional grant money. Alanna Dean said a previous naturalist group she attended avoided applying for
grants that would result in the organization needing to supervise additional staff. It applied only for
grants where the funded individuals (students, interns) would already be overseen by responsible
supervisors, not part of the naturalist group. Example: educational supervisors.

7. Adjournment: 6:05 pm

8. Next meeting - Wednesday October 2, 2024, 4:00 p.m.



