Grasslands Naturalists General Meeting Minutes

May 28, 2024

7:00 - Call to Order by Sheila McLeod

Guest Speaker - Dr. James Glasier ( Wilder Institute) - Alberta Ants: Exploring Their Biodiversity and
Ecology.

Guest - Millie Coleing - leads the Greater Sage-grouse conservation program at the Wilder Institute
extension of the Calgary Zoo.

8:00 - 8:45 Business Meeting
1. Land Acknowledgement and Notice of Indigenous Community

Events - Sheila McLeod Paul has put information on GN Website. Brenda Mercer - Sharing Stories at
Saamis Tepee . The Hills are Alive Metis Cultural Event June 6-9. Weekly drumming circle at Miywasin led
by Ken Turner. See miywasincentre.net for more information and times.

2. Approval of Agenda- Sheila McLeod. Motion to approve by Ivan Shukster and seconded by Angela
Turner: all in favour.

3. President’s Report-Sheila McLeod talked about an article from the Globe and Mail by Caitlin Stahl
Paquette “You don’t have to go far to be ‘in nature’ - just step outside”

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-you-dont-have-to-go-far-to-be-in-nature-just-step-

outside/

4. Exciting Sightings - John Slater saw an osprey out his window eating a fish! There is an osprey nest in
Ranchlands. Rob saw a prominent sparrow migration including chipping sparrows in Empress. Alicia saw
a killdeer doing its little ‘pretend to be hurt’ dance with 5 babies. Corlaine found prairie onions
everywhere. Martha MG has a woodpecker nest in their apple tree. Cathy’s sister has seen a bobcat on
Stewart Drive/Mitchell Crescent near St. Michael’s school. Phil has a house finch nest in their air
conditioner. Angela reports a tree sparrow in a nesting box in their yard.

5. Approval of April 23/2024 meeting minutes - motion by Elaine Spitzer, seconded by Phi Horch. All in
favour.

6. MHIP Report - Alicia Lew - both summer students up and running. Hannah White (a history major at
MHC). Alexander Gavy is studying Environmental Biology and Reclamation. Both thanks to Canada
Summer Students Jobs grants. Staff have been travelling to Hutterite and Mennonite colonies and
Southeastern Alberta and schools have been coming to PPP too. Highlights of Programs include skull
identification, Botany 101, Beginner birding, Pokemon Go, Cloud spotting, prairie snakes. Revenue
$18,000 expenses $106, 000. Discrepancy due to delay in receiving City funds. Hugh says the
Operations committee meeting June 24th.

7. Committee Reports


http://miywasincentre.net/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-you-dont-have-to-go-far-to-be-in-nature-just-step-outside/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-you-dont-have-to-go-far-to-be-in-nature-just-step-outside/

-Treasurer’s Report - Angela Turner via email - $1,000 donation from Kiwanis Club. Memberships
are still coming in.

Casino:$19,055.55

GN chequing: $2,382.49
GN savings: $6,934.17
GN GIC 1 yr: $5,000.00
GN GIC 1.5 yr: $10,000.00
GN GIC 2 yr: $5,000.00

-Other Committee Reports - Martha MG reports on visit to Von Huene ranch with Grade 5 class
from Elm Street School. Wonderful chance to collaborate with many organizations. Von Huene’s want to
do this again in the fall. Personal thanks to be given to the Von Huenes because they were the push for
this to happen.

Paul Thibault on Irrigation issue - This was triggered by a Premier set a mandate saying there will be
irrigation expansion. GN can consider backing a proposal on improving various Acts to protect native
grasslands. The big thing is to get transparency from the Government. Rob Gardner chimed in to add his
comments. Martha MG asks if we can send a letter. This will be discussed by the Board.

8. Announcements - Corlaine has opportunities for volunteers. Reviewing a book (thanks Ivan! For
volunteering to do this).

June 8th Energy in Motion gathering in Riverside Veterans Park table manned.

Following Saturday is the 1st of weekly block parties in Towne Square, the City would like a table run by
GN.

Invasive plants pamphlet available for S2.
Bird Walk at Veiner Centre led by Phil May 29 at 9 am.
John says 8 am walk at McCoy May 29th.

June 10 workshop at Seven Persons on “Creating Drought Resistance by Harnessing Nature’s Engineers”
(Foothills Forage & Grazing Association/Cows and Fish).

Cathy had a neighbourhood weed walk June 8 10-12 in Riverside, June 22 by Veiner Centre.
Annual Cypress Hills Birding Saturday June 29 meet at Walmart Parking lot 7am.

Ivan proposing redoing Red Rock Coulee field trip on Wednesday June 5th. Meet at A&W on Gershaw. He
has also Booked a field trip to Alberta Birds of Prey Foundation Centre in Coaldale on June 8th at 8:25
am. Admission cost $16/seniors $14.

Next Board meeting June 5th, 4 pm all welcome to add to the discussion.



Saamis Archaeological site 40th anniversary at Kin Coulee Wednesday July 10th with food trucks, art in
the park, First Nations dancing and many, many other activities.

Martha MG brought up Alberta Plant Watch for native species to watch for blooming dates. And always
looking for Adopt a Pond and Path volunteers.

9. Members’ Discussion n/a

10. Announcement of Next General Meeting - Tuesday, June 25, our Annual Picnic, location TBA,
watch for the announcement in the June Sagebrush Chronicle.

11. Adjournment motioned by David Gue, all in favour 9:06 pm



