
Minutes 

Grasslands Naturalists Board Meeting 

Wednesday, May 1, 2024– 4:00 pm 

Chamber of Commerce Board Room 

 

1.0 Call to order –  4:03 pm  (Cathy) 

2.0 Members present:  (Martha Maudsley) 

Present:     Cathy Linowski, Angela Turner, Phil Horch, Paul Thibault, Martha Munz Gue, Linda Fisher (via 

Zoom), Alanna Dean 

Absent:  Sheila McLeod, Ian Turner 

3.0 Agenda - (Cathy) 

Moved: Angela  Second:            Phil              Approved: as is 

Additions, deletions or amendments: no 

4.0 Review and Adoption of Minutes from April 3, 2024  (Martha KM) 

Moved:  Phil Second:      Angela                   Approved:  with changes  

5.0 Business Arising From The Minutes:  

5.1  Honorary Life Memberships (Martha MG, Phil)- discussions underway. Will present at the next 

board meeting. Plan to present at June potluck.  

5.2  Strategic planning and survey (Paul)  brief discussion of the survey and selecting a date for the next 

Strategic Planning meeting where the survey can be discussed in more detail as well as the desired 

content in a final Strategic Planning report. Meeting Friday June 14 at 4 at Chamber of Commerce 

5.3  Irrigation Group expansion letter (Paul) This includes discussing the letter drafted by the irrigation 

group led by Cheryl Bradley. Gerry Ehlert and Brent Smith contributed to the letter. We have been asked 

if GN would be interested in adding its signature along with other organizations in the irrigation group. 

The letter has been modified from its earlier version by including a main section describing the overall 

concerns and two enclosures with more technical legal details. Phil Motions to send the letter. Martha 

MG seconds. All in favour, passed.  

6.0 Committee reports:   

 6.1  Treasurer:  (Angela) $105 spent on room rental to be moved from Issues committee to 

Invasive Species committee. Angela suggests reinvesting, as well as investing another $5000. Angela 

motions to transfer $5000 to purchase a GIC at Servus for 2 years, reinvest May 11/24 $5000 for 1 year, 

and reinvest May 22/24 GIC $10 000 at 18 months. Phil seconds. All in favour, carried.  

 



Casino $19,068.57 

GN Chequing $7,519.67 

GN Savings $6,934.17 

GIC#1  $5,000.00 matures May 11/24. GIC#2  $10,000.00 Matures May 22/24.  

 6.2 MHIP: (Alicia) no 

6.3 Indoor program: (Linda Fisher) per email sent April 29/24 

6.4 Bird and Bee Friendly City reports: (Phil, Ian and Cathy) nothing has changed since the April 

meeting.  

 6.5 Adopt-a-pond/path: (Martha MG) per email sent April 30th.  

 6.6 Other committee reports:  

           Moved:  Phil  Second:  Paul  Approved: passed. 

7.0 New Business  

 7.1 Fundraising for Nature Conservatory and other organizations.  

 (Sheila, Linda, Paul) Can we have a collection container at our get togethers for these purposes? Paul 

says there’s nothing in our bylaws to prevent it but we need to consider if we’re setting a precedent for 

the future. Discussion. Suggestion that we promote it but not out of our funds. Can be mentioned in 

the Chronicle so folks can donate directly themselves and get a tax receipt. Linda has written a draft 

article that Cathy will look over for the Chronicle.  

 7.2 Collaboration for  Saturday June 15th Town Square  

Esplanade Block Party event. Mhairi suggested hands-on  component activity such as seed bombs, 

plants and the  Environment.  

7.3  Invasive species neighbourhood workshops Saturday May 25 Harlow, Saturday June 8 Riverside 

and Saturday June 22 North Flats.  (Cathy)  Let Cathy know if you’re interested in helping. Paul asks for 

a letter to discuss at Nature Alberta’s reps meeting. Martha to send it out to Adopt a Pond and Path 

members.  

7.4  Xeriscaping booklet (Cathy) Nature Centre checked and there are no booklets around anymore. 

Cathy has the materials and would be able to create a new one. Can use casino funds for resource 

materials.  Cathy has talked to the city and they are interested in collaboration 

7.5  School Earth Club Collaboration. (Martha KM) Ken Turner at Miywasin  is also very interested in 

youth programming. Suggest a meet and greet picnic in the park (Kin Coulee) where we can ask the club 

how we can best support them. Martha KM to contact Jennifer Matt asking for the best date in the fall 

for this to happen.  

 

 



8.0 Other Business -  

8.1 GN logo apparel (Hats, shirts and other) - hats sold out at meeting. Linda to offer speakers a choice 

of cap or Prairie River book as gifts for presenting.  

8.2  World Migratory Bird day May 11: (Phil) - 2 bird walks at Nature centre. Ad to be placed in paper. 

Martha KM to man table for the Turners.  

8.3 ANPC Conference display (April 20) and Seedy Sunday   display (April 21) display: (Cathy, Corlaine) 

Cathy to write an article for Chronicle about choosing wildflower seeds without invasives.  

8.4  “Dried up - what now?”,  film Monday April 22 at library  Angela mentioned that YouTube has the 

Livingstone Landowners Group documentaries available to stream. There are 3 docs in the series; 2 

filmed previously. ( #1 -Finding Water: Healthy Land, Healthy Stream » A LLG Production,  #2 -Running 

Dry). 

9.0 Other board discussion - Board meetings by Zoom (Sheila, Cathy) - board meetings to continue to 

be always offered by zoom 

10.0  Adjournment – Paul 5:23 pm 

Next Meeting – Wednesday, June 5, 2024 – at 4 pm 

Upcoming events: 

Thursday May 2 - Acadia Valley Irrigation expansion open house 2-8 pm  

Wednesday May 8 - Volunteer orientation day, Paul von Huene ranch; Citizen Science event at PPP 

using iNaturalist (Cathy, Phil) 

Saturday May 11 - World Migratory Bird Day field trip (Phil) 

Tuesday May 14 (TBC) - Downy brome weed pull, Canadian Tire pond (Martha MG) 

Wednesday May 22 - Endangered species event at Paul von Huene ranch with students from Elm St 

School (Cathy, Phil) 

Saturday May 25 - Neighbourhood Invasive species workshop, Harlow, 10- Noon (Cathy) 

Tuesday May 28 - GN program speaker:  Dr. James Glasier from Wilder Institute/Calgary Zoo (Linda) 

Wednesday May 29 - Bird walk at Viener Centre led by Phil 

Wednesday June 5 - GN Board meeting  4 pm at Chamber of Commerce office 

Tuesday June 25 - GN Annual picnic 

Wednesday July 10 - Saamis Interpretive site anniversary celebration 

   

 


