Minutes
Grasslands Naturalists Board Meeting
Wednesday June 5, 2024 - 4:00 p.m.
Chamber of Commerce Board Room
1. Call to order: 4:03 p.m.

2. Roll Call Present: Sheila McLeod, Linda Fisher, Alanna Dean, Paul Thibault, lan Turner, Angela
Turner, Phil Horch. Absent: Martha Munz Gue, Cathy Linowski, Corlaine Gardner.

3. Approval of Agenda: Motion to Approve as amended by Linda Fisher

4. Review and Adoption of Minutes from May 1, 2024 approved.

5. Business arising from the Minutes

-Honorary Life Memberships - doesn’t have to be presented in 1 meeting. Discussion ongoing.

-Irrigation Expansion Letter Sent - Yes. Response sent by minister. Martha says we should get on the
regional plan. Information to be included in our report.

6. Committee Reports

-Finance - Angela

- Servus GN Chequing $2571.06
- Servus GN Savings $6943.00

- Servus GIC $10000.00

Servus GIC #2 $5000.00

- GIC #3 $5000.00

Servus Casino $19206.73

Rob’s Suggestion to Sheila: to mention at the General Meetings how we’re doing financially as
compared to the previous year. Angela will start doing this for September.

-Program - Linda - Discussion about spending and budget. We will not micromanage how Linda decides
to use the funds. Linda motions that donation of $250 to Calgary Zoological Society to the appropriate
division in lieu of fee to Dr. Glassier. lan seconded. All in favour.

-Irrigation - Paul (FOIP proposal from Ecojustice) sent Board information to board in documents.
Concerns about GN being responsible for future legal costs especially if the case is lost. We have 3
options: do nothing, be willing to send the letter with, or without a donation. We would make sure we
aren’t legally liable when signing a letter that it doesn't involve us in a lawsuit. We do not want to be a
claimant as that exposes us. Discussion. Paul motions not to sign Ecolustice’s request letter and thank
Ecolustice’s work in getting better access to information. Phil seconds. Question: are we sending a
letter? Yes, a letter in thanks. Paul will forward the email he writes. All in favour.



-Other Committee Reports: bundled reports from Paul Thibault, John Slater and Gerry Ehlert, Martha
MG Motion by Anglea Turner to accept bundled reports. 2nd by Phil Horch. All in favour.

Operations Committee- Paul issue of who to be ex officio member of the committee. Need to talk to
membership of a need for volunteers for Budget and Operations committees.

Environmental Framework: Phil wants to send 2 letters - 1 to Medicine Hat City Council for doing this.
And a second letter thanking Kevin Redden and Adria Coombs for their hard work. Phil to make a draft
and Sheila to sign. Motion by Angela Turner to send 2 letters, seconded by lan Turner. All in favour.
Thanks to the committee for all their work!

7. Continuing Business

-School Earth Club Collaboration - Lead: Martha Maudsley Friday October 4 at 2:30 pm. Martha KM
and Cathy Linowski to let the Board know when the planning meeting is.

- GN Annual Picnic - June 25 - Final Arrangements. Because of high costs it makes most sense to keep it
at Police Point. Linda will contact Alica Lew and book the back patio. Start time for the potluck picnic is
5:30 pm. Linda to write a Chronicle article.

-Do we have “Steps for Zero Scaping” booklet to distribute - ask Cathy Linowski.
-Alanna Dean has expressed interest in becoming a Director at Large

of the Board. Angela Turner motions to appoint Alanna Dean as a Director at Large on GN Board. Paul
Thibault second, all in favour.

-Members Discussion Suggestions needed for September, and other future general meetings. Should
the Guest speakers begin at 7 or 7:30 pm? Will be discussed at the next Strategic Planning meeting.

8. New Business
-Update on Community Partnership Grant application deadline -
Lead: Cathy Linowski to find out the actual date. Sheila to email Cathy to see what she found out.

-Suggestion from Martha M-G - GN apply as a stewardship group for a grant through the Grassroots
News - the land Stewardship Centre, to hire labourers to work with John Slater and Gerry Ehlert on the
Buckthorn project. https://www.landstewardship.org > enable » programs » watershed-stewardship-
grants Paul to add this to the Strategic Planning meeting.

-From Martha M-G - Anna Smith at the MH News mentioned to Martha she would be interested in
putting together a special environmental insert. Would GN be willing to put together an article for this
insert and which other environmental groups could be contacted to also submit articles for the insert?
It would need a project lead (which would not be GN). Something can be put in the Chronicle asking for
submissions. Sheila to contact Anna Smith to find out more. Martha Maudsley to mention to MHHS
Earth Club if they’d like to input. We should place an ad in the Medicine Hat News promoting
membership in our Society.

9. Other Business: general discussion


https://www.landstewardship.org/enable/programs/watershed-stewardship-grants
https://www.landstewardship.org/enable/programs/watershed-stewardship-grants

10. Adjournment: 5:48pm

Next meeting - Sept. 4, 2024, 4:00 p.m.

Upcoming Events:

June 8: Coaldale Birds of Prey field trip and Invasive Species Workshop June 10: Harnessing Nature’s
Engineers (Beavers) for Drought Resistance at Seven Persons

June 14:Strategic Planning Meeting. 4:00 p.m. CC Bd. Rm. Lead- Paul June 15: Block Party Booth - Towne
Square - Lead- Corlaine

June 22: Invasive Species Workshop - Lead - Cathy

June 25: Annual Picnic - Nature Centre, Police Point Park
June 29: Birding Field Trip - CHPP - Lead - Phil

July 10: Saamis Interpretive Site Anniversary Celebration

Sept. 24: GN General Meeting



