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Api'soomaahka (Running
Coyote) – William Singer III
member of the Kainai Nation
of the Blackfoot

Healing the Land and Empowerment

Api'soomaahka (Running Coyote) – William Singer III is a member of the Kainai Nation of the Blackfoot
Confederacy. Named after his great, great, great uncle who was a Blackfoot warrior, Api'soomaahka
carries on his legacy through stewardship and maintaining the Blackfoot worldview. His main profession
is as an artist/illustrator with over 40 years of experience.
His work is deeply rooted in the Blackfoot worldview and uses painting and Blackfoot language to teach.
He devotes a lot of time as an entrepreneur, an educator and an environmental and political activist,
utilizing Blackfoot Ecological Knowledge and protocol. He currently operates Naapi's Garden
and Katoyiss Seed Bank and teaches at Opokaa'sin Early Intervention Society.
He is member Kainai Ecosystem Protection Association (KEPA) and the Oldman Watershed Council
(OWC).

Tuesday, May 24: Zoom Meeting
• 7:00 PM to 7:50 PM: Business Meeting
•

8:00 PM to 9:00 PM: Presentation by Api'soomaahka (Running Coyote)

Note: Several days before this zoom meeting an email will be sent to all members detailing
the specific instructions to join this zoom meeting.
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MH Interpretive Program
(Managed by Grasslands Naturalists)
Based in Police Point Park

www.natureline.info
Nature Line: (403) 529-6225
Facebook and Instagram: @policepointpark
The Nature Centre is open year round from:
9:00AM to 5:00PM Tuesday through Sunday

May 14: 09:30 AM: Birding Class 101; First
Session: A half hour presentation by Ian Langill
followed by a one hour walk led by Marty Drut.
May 14: 10:15 AM: Birding Class 101: Second
Session: A half hour presentation by Ian Langill,
followed by a one hour walk led by Phil Horch.
(Note both sessions are limited to 15 people).
To register for the above contatct Ian Langill.

Sunday, May 29: Spring bird and flower count.
For more information and if you wish to
participate contact Ian Langill at the Nature Centre
403-529-6225 or email: ian.l@natureline.info .
Call the Nature Centre for information regarding
other programs being conducted by the
Interpretive Program 403-529-6225.

The Sagebrush Chronicle is published ten times a year by
Grasslands Naturalists. Submissions of writing and
artwork are welcomed but must be edited for
publication. Deadline: the 10th of each month. If you
would like to advertise in the Chronicle, more information is
available from the editor. Submissions are to be sent to:
milton.spitzer@gmail.com
(403-528-3120). Do not imbed
photos in articles but do send them separately.
The Society of Grasslands Naturalists encourages the study,
conservation and protection of all components of the natural
world. The Society provides educational opportunities, assists
in the collection and provision of species data, acts as
stewards of the environment, discusses environmental topics
and organizes member activities. The Society also manages
the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program.
General Meetings: 4th Tuesday (Zoom Meetings only
until further notice), Sept. - May Board Meetings: 1st
Tuesday Sept. -June
To join Grasslands Naturalists and/or send a tax-deductible
donation, write:
Grasslands Naturalists
Box 2491
Medicine Hat, AB T1A 8G8
Contact info: Nature Centre 529-6225
Annual Membership Dues: Angela Turner
Individuals
$20
Families
$25
Organizations
$25
Donations to Grassland Naturalists and Interpretive Program
are another great way to support local nature and nature
education. Tax receipts are issued for all donations over $10.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated!
EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed by the authors in this publication do
not necessarily reflect those of the editor and the Grasslands
Naturalists. The editor reserves the right to edit, reject or
withdraw articles submitted. While due care will be taken of
all manuscripts, photos or artwork submitted, GN cannot be
held responsible for any loss or damage to such articles.

GN Website:
www.grasslands-naturalists.org
GN Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/GrasslandsNaturalists/
You must be a Facebook member to view most of it.

Visit the Nature Centre Store for Nature
slanted gifts including books, birdfeeders,
bird houses, stuffies, comfort birds, and
more.

Member’s Corner
A big welcome to Dennis and Nan McKernan: new GN members from Olds, Alberta. Many of us had the
privilege of meeting them on the Manyberries field trip. Hopefully we will see them on other trips or perhaps
other events.
Grasslands Naturalists have been shortlisted as one of five organizations for the prestigious Emerald Awards.
Phil and Analora Horch and David Gue (whose excellent documentation to support our nomination gave us the
big boost up) and Martha Munz Gue are going to Calgary to attend the awards banquet. Here’s Hoping!
While on the topic of awards the Community Spirit Awards are to be held at the Esplanade on May 19th. A
reception will be held at 6:30 PM with the awards program to begin at 7:00 PM. This is particularly pertinent as
two of our GN members, Martha Munz Gue and Gerry Ehlert, will be receiving awards and as well the
Interpretive Program is also receiving an award. Please plan to attend to honour our members and the IP.
The penultimate reminder! It is time to renew your GN Membership for 2022. The membership
renewal/waiver form is at the back of this Chronicle. Dues are detailed on page 2 of this issue. Renewals can be
dropped off at the Nature Centre or can be mailed to Grasslands Naturalists, Box 2491, Medicine Hat, AB,
T1A 8G8.
There will be a memorial for Michael O’Shea on June 11 at 1:30 PM at the Glenview Nazarene Church.
Michael is fondly remembered as a very active member of Grasslands Naturalists. He served as President and
led many Naturalists trips. For those that wish there will also be a hike along the Bear Hump Trail, in
Waterton National Park on Sunday, June 12th. This was a favourite of Michaels.

President’s Report To GN Members: May 2022
World Migratory Bird Day Offers Celebratory Activities – May 14
You have heard and read me mentioning that the Grasslands Naturalists are working towards declaring
Medicine Hat a Bird Friendly City under the auspices of Nature Canada. We have approached the City of Medicine
Hat about doing this and they have tentatively agreed to work in this direction. One of the requirements of
becoming a Bird Friendly City is to celebrate World Migratory Bird Day which takes place on Saturday, May 14
this year. We have joined forces with the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program and all GN members as well as
members of the public are invited to participate in the following events at the Nature Centre at Police Point Park:
Warbler Walk at Police Point Park – 6:30 AM – The middle of May is peak migration time and early in the
morning is prime birding time. Join our President, Phil Horch for a couple hours of early birding where we hope
to tally some migrating warblers along with other species passing through. Meet at the Nature Centre parking lot
for a casual stroll. On a good day we will see and hear over 50 species!
Birding Class 101 – First session at 9:30 AM - Here’s a great chance for beginning birders to learn the basics
of birding. Nature Centre interpreter Ian Langill will conduct a half hour introductory birding course at the
Nature Center to be followed by an introductory one-hour bird walk led by Marty Drut. Limit of 15 participants.
Birding Class 101 – Second Session at 10:15 AM – Also limited to 15 participants. For those preferring a later
morning time, the same Birding 101 Class is available at this time, also led by interpreter Ian Langill. To be
followed by a one-hour introductory bird walk led by Phil Horch.
Bird Friendly City and GN Display – Want to learn more about becoming a Bird Friendly City? Ian and Angela
Turner will be manning an information booth at the Nature Centre with display material and information on
becoming bird friendly. They will also elaborate on a plan to pick a City Bird for Medicine Hat. What would be
your choice for our own City Bird? They will be taking nominations from 9 a.m. til 3 p.m. Your choice could
become part of a short list for the City of Medicine to choose from!

Cont. on next Page

Window Bird Protection Display – While at the Nature Centre on May 14th, World Bird Migratory Day, you
will be introduced to ways that your windows can be made safer for migrating and local breeding birds.
Millions of birds die every year because of flying into windows. A window at the Nature Centre will be
equipped so you can assess ways to make your own home’s windows safer for birds. Everyone is invited to
visit the Nature Centre and celebrate World Migratory Bird Day – May 14!
Join Us At The Esplanade For Community Spirit Awards – The City of Medicine Hat’s Community Spirit
Awards are taking place at the Esplanade on Thursday, May 19 with a reception taking place at 6:30 p.m.
followed by the awards program at 7:00 p.m. This event is free and open to the general public. Come and help
us honor GN member Gerry Ehlert, GN member Martha Munz-Gue and our own Medicine Hat Interpretive
Program as the City presents them with this prestigious award.
GN’s Annual General Meeting is June 28 – Circle this date on your calendar as we get together outdoors
(weather permitting) to hold our society’s Annual General Meeting. The deadline for submitting nominations
is past, so your presence is needed to vote for our executive and for any nominated Lifetime membership
awards. Reports for the past year’s operations will be presented and there will be discussion on some
pertinent issues.
Submitted by
Phil Horch, President

Adopt a Pond or Path 2022 by Martha Munz Gue

As we begin the second year of the Adopt a Pond or Path initiative, it is interesting to look at numbers. The
first pond was adopted in Medicine Hat on March 5, 2021. Now in the spring of 2022, sixteen ponds, seven
creek areas, and ten stretches along the river have been adopted for a total of over 30 adopted sites.
Adoptions can be by individuals, families, households, workplaces, clubs or any group. The total number of
participating individuals is well over 100, or possibly double, if each participant invites one or two others
according to their agreement.
Spring clean-up of the adopted sites plus other areas was started in March this year. Some finished by World
Water Day (March 22); most finished by Earth Day (April 22). The natural areas in Medicine Hat are fast
becoming the cleanest areas in the city! Thank you volunteers!
If your household or group is interested in adopting a pond or path, it is best to choose one close to where you
live or work to reduce CO2 in getting there, and to strengthen community. However, some of the ponds and
paths available for adoption are at the edges of the city, suitable for birders or others who like to explore.
When a group adopts, four or more individuals or families agree to visit the area every week or two and give it
some love. They work out their own schedule. The group is also encouraged to include, in their annual round
of programs, a tour of the area they have adopted.
While the focus of the Adopt a Pond or Path Initiative is the wonderful natural areas in the city, we do also
encourage adoption of the grounds, fence lines, and parking areas of the areas where sports teams play. This
would be an appropriate way for teams and clubs to say "Thank you" to the City and citizens that provide the
facilities. The teams could warm up by doing a quick clean up before each game, from April to October. Or four
or more team members and their families could volunteer to be the cleanup crew after each game. Whatever
works for your team.
Improved personal, social, emotional and physical health is the intrinsic reward for those who participate and
experience the healing touch of nature. There is also satisfaction in knowing that the love shared with a
nearby natural area benefits the community and the planet in uncountable ways.
The Adopt a Pond or Path Initiative is a collaborative project of SEAWA (seaws.ca) and Grasslands Naturalists
(grasslands-naturalists.org) in consultation with the City. The initiative costs nothing and involves many. Call
403-526-2226 to participate in this healthy initiative.

Upcoming Events, Field Trips and Announcements
Wednesday Walks all starting at 9:00 AM (finished before or by noon).

May 18 Saamis Coulee; meet at Tepee parking lot for walk with Cathy Linowski and SEAWA.
May 25 Transition Garden Activities led by Rob & Corlaine Gardner; meet at Northland COOP for carpool or
directions.
June 1 Jeffries Trail Northeast Crescent Heights; Wildflower Walk led by Martha Munz Gue; meet at 4th Ave
& 6th St NE
June 8 Ranchlands Wetlands Walk let by John Slater; meet at far Northeast end of Ranchlands Blvd NE.
World Migratory Bird Day Events: May 14 (all events at Police Point Park)
06:30 AM: Warbler Walk led by Phil Horch
09:30 AM: Birding Class 101; First Session: A half hour presentation by Ian Langill followed by a one hour
walk led by Marty Drut.
10:15 AM: Birding Class 101: Second Session: A half hour presentation by Ian Langill, followed by a one
hour walk led by Phil Horch. (Note both sessions are limited to 15 people).
On display throughout the day: Ian and Angela Turner will be manning an information booth with
materials and information on becoming a bird friendly City. Also, nominations will be accepted between
9:00 AM and 3:00 PM for our City bird. There will also be window bird protection display.
Grasslands Naturists Events:
Sunday, May 15: An informal Open Garden at the Transition Garden (afternoon/evening event) with
activities and potluck picnic from 3:00 to 7:00 PM. This is organized by Rob and Corlaine Gardner. For
further details contact the Gardners at 403-527-5052 or visit info@transitionmedicinehat.ca .
Saturday, May 28: Tour of Paul & Twyla von Huene Property on Ross Creek south of Irvine. You are
invited to bring your picnic lunch and continue to explore in the afternoon. Meet 9:00 AM at the Walmart
parking lot NE corner for carpooling or convoy leaving 9:15 AM sharp. Or here are the directions to the
Huene’s property. Head east on TCH to Hwy 41 South. Turn right (south). Proceed 9.6km to TWP 110 (near
eight grain bins). Turn left (east) on TWP 110. Proceed 1.6km to the “T” intersection. Turn left (north) on
RR32. Proceed 0.7km to the first right turn. Turn right (east) on TWP110A. Proceed 2km down the hill and
across the bridge. Keep right (south) at the “Y” in the road – RR30A. Proceed 1.6km to the end of the road.
Park at the house. Municipal address 10531 – RR30A. LSD – NE 36-10-3 W4. Further details from John
Slater.
Sunday, May 29: Spring bird and flower count. For more information and if you wish to participate contact
Ian Langill at the Nature Centre 403-529-6225 or email: ian.l@natureline.info .
Saturday, June 4: Combination Birding and Archaelogical Event: Meet at 6:00 AM at the Medalta
Parking lot to proceed to Sandy Point for a birding walk led by Milt Spitzer. Then proceed to Empress for a
presentation by Heinz Pyszczyk on a tale of two forts; Fort Chesterfield was the short-lived fort at the
junction of the Red Deer and South Saskatchewan River. Smokies and Drinks are available after the talk
with the proceeds to go to the Historical Society. In the afternoon Rob Gardner will lead a birding trip in
the area. Rob and Corlaine are hosting a barbecue at 5:30 PM at their cottage in Empress (lemonade,
burgers and smokies will be provided, other dishes potluck). Please let the Gardners know if you will be
attending the Barbecue so that appropriate provisions will be available).
Other Events:
May 19: Community Spirit Awards at the Esplanade starting at 6:30 PM.
June 11: Memorial Service for Michael O’Shea at 1:30 PM at the Glenview Nazarene Church.
June 11: SEAWA Removal of invasive and noxious weeds. Meet at 08:30 AM at the tepee parking lot.
SEAWA will provide tools.

Exciting Sightings
Spring was late arriving in Southeastern Alberta this year, due to below seasonal temperatures that persisted
well into April. However, by early May avian migration was well underway, bringing an influx of passerines,
and waterfowl to nest in our region, and/ or in passage to their boreal or arctic breeding grounds. Despite
lower than usual water levels, there has been good numbers and diversity of waterfowl species observed by
local birders at many of our lakes, reservoirs, and wetlands. Spring migration is greatly anticipated by avid
birders, and newly arrived species are being tallied and reported on a daily basis at this exciting time of year.
Yellow-rumped Warblers are usually
among the first of the wood warbler species
to migrate through our region each spring.
Early reports included 3 males in breeding
plumage observed by Dan Schiebelbein at
Police Point Park on April 25th. This warbler
species is closely followed by the Orange–
crowned Warbler, several of which were
reported on May 1st, also at Police Point Park.
The timing of these warblers coincides with
the emergence of the cottonwood blooms
and other foliage which attracts insects.
Encountering up to 15 wood warbler species
(Family Parulidae) is possible in our region
during spring migration.
A variety of waterfowl including; American Wigeon, Gadwall, Northern Shoveler, Northern Pintail,
Canvasback, Ring-necked Duck, Lesser Scaup, Common Goldeneye, Bufflehead, Green-winged, and
Cinnamon Teals and Ruddy Duck, were among the species observed by a group of GN birders led by Phil
Horch to Sauder Reservoir and Murray Lake on April 30th. Relatively large concentrations of Ruddy Ducks
~100 have been observed at each of these locations in other recent visits. The male’s bright blue bill, white
cheeks, and often raised tail are conspicuous. 4 Grebe species were also observed; Red-necked, Western,
Eared, and Horned Grebes.
On May 5th, Bob Frew observed 2 Marbled Godwits along TWP Rd. 102, and 3 Long-billed Curlews at TWP
Rd. 102/RGE Rd. 75 just east of Murray Lake. Also, 10 American Avocets, 7 Black-necked Stilts, 2 Willets,
and 8 White-faced Ibis were foraging and/or resting along the shore, at the south end of Murray Lake.
Milt Spitzer reported the sighting of 30 Sandhill Cranes along RGE RD. 71 west of Medicine Hat on April 18th.
This species is usually encountered east of the Alberta/Saskatchewan border during migration. Their
distinctive call can be heard from a long distance.

An Osprey was reported by Bob Frew on April 19th. The bird was perched on a cottonwood beside the South
Saskatchewan River, at Police Point Park. Ospreys are dark brown above, and white below, with a white head
and prominent dark eye stripe, and a conspicuous dark carpal patch on the wing. The Osprey was later
observed by other GN birders.
Other recent arrivals observed at Police Point Park included: a Spotted Towhee, foraging among the leaf
litter behind the Nature Centre, a Swainson’s Thrush, and Say’s Phoebe all on May 3rd, and a House Wren
on May 4th.
Cont. on next page.

Peregrine Falcon- This rare falcon which inhabits open wetlands, preying on waterfowl and other birds, was
reported by Dan Schiebelbein while birding at the south end of Murray Lake on May 6th. The peregrine can be
distinguished from other falcons by the dark bar down the side of the face, which can be seen from a distance.
The male Rough Grouse displays by raising its black ruff and crest, and fans its tail; otherwise it remains a
rather inconspicuous skulker. This species is usually detected by its drumming noise. Milt Spitzer reported a
single grouse in the Cypress Hills on May 4th.
Please report your
Robert.frew@shaw.ca

exciting

sightings

to

Bob

Frew:

phone

403-526-4573,

or

e-mail

Birding Trip to Sauder’s/Murray Reservoirs on April 30
This is an annual trip led by Phil Horch. This year a total of 8 members of GN participated tallying a total of 45
species of birds. The bird of the trip was likely the Long-billed Curlew which appeared from nowhere to land
with three Marbled Godwits along the shore of Sauder’s Reservoir. There were also a number of other first of
year sightings for many including: Cinnamon Teal, several grebe species, and a Common Loon. A highlight of
the trip is always the lunch stop at Seven Persons for a sausage on a bun at Premium Sausage.

Left side photos and top right were taken
by Hazel Gray.
Long-billed Curlew>

Society of Grasslands Naturalists
Box 2491, Medicine Hat, Alberta T1A 8G8

Membership Form for 2022
Name* _________________________ Name of 2nd Family Member ** ______________________
Address* ___________________________________ Membership: Individual $20/year _________
City / Province* ______________________________

Family

Postal Code* ________________________________

$25/year _________

Organization $25/year _________

Telephone+ _________________________________ Donation __________ Tax Receipt Available
Email++ _____________________________________ Total Enclosed __________________
Preference for receiving Chronicle newsletter*:
Post or

Email or

Neither

Payments can be made by cheque, cash or
using e-Transfer at
memberships@grasslands-naturalists.org

Current and recent Chronicles can be viewed and downloaded from the Grasslands Naturalists
website www.grasslands-naturalists.org. Regardless of payment option used, a signed
membership form must be filled out and submitted.
* Required information. ** Required information for family membership.
+ Optional Information. For phone number(s), please note whether it is a residence, cell phone or business number.
++ Information required if you wish to receive the Chronicle and announcements by email.

Informed Consent for Field Trips
I may wish to participate in field trips and events organized by the Society of Grasslands Naturalists.
I affirm that, as a participant, I and my child(ren)/ward(s) are prepared to stay with the group and follow
the directions of the coordinator and activity leader. I affirm that, knowing my personal state of health, I
feel that I am mentally and physically capable of participating in the trips and events that I choose to attend.
I acknowledge that I am aware of the inherent risks, hazards, and dangers associated with activities
arising from my participation in trips, events, litter cleanups, invasive species removal or any other activity
that may result in injury, sickness or death to me or my child(ren)/ward(s). Some of these risks may be
specific to the area. These include, but are not limited to, animal attacks as well as poisonous snakes, insects
and vegetation. Therefore, in consideration of my participation in these trips and events, for myself, my
heirs, my executors, my administrators, and my successors, I voluntarily assume all risks and hereby waive
all my rights against Grasslands Naturalists and unconditionally release and discharge the Grasslands
Naturalists, its members, directors, officers, its affairs and its coordinators from all manner of activities,
causes of action, suits, claims and demands for damages due to personal injury, sickness, death, loss or
damage to property, expenses or otherwise which may or shall arise in any way as a result of my
participation in the above trips and events.
________________________________________________ _______________________________________________
Signature of Member

Signature of 2nd Family Member

Date: ____________________________________________ Date: _________________________________________

Society of Grasslands Naturalists
Box 2491, Medicine Hat, Alberta T1A 8G8

Consent Form
Consent to the Use and Distribution of Personal Information
Grasslands Naturalists (GN) collects personal information subject to the ‘Personal Information
Protection Act’ (PIPA). GN may, subject to your consent, wish to make some personal information
public through, for example, its Chronicle, Website, Facebook page or newspaper article. Please
indicate your consent to the following release of information and note any specific exclusion of a
consent such as for children.
Yes
Name
Residence telephone
Cell phone
Business phone
Email address
Residence address
Pictures

No Exclusion
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

Beyond the above consents, GN will not distribute personal information to a third party without your
consent unless such information is required, by law, to be released to a federal or provincial
government agency in order, for example, to maintain GN’s non-profit organization status.
Consent to Receive Emails Related to Commercial Activities
GN may wish to send you emails to promote some of its commercial activities including those
provided by its Club and Interpretive Program. Please indicate your consent to receiving such
information.
Yes
No
Modification of Consents
You may modify any of the above consents, at any time, through a written request to the member
of the GN Executive responsible for Memberships.
_________________________________________ _________________________________________
Signature of Member

Signature of 2nd Family Member

Date: __________________________________________ Date: __________________________________________

