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Hello everyone, (only 6 of the 20 ponds remain to be adopted):
Thank you for your part in making the Adopt a Pond Initiative a Huge success! I’m tickled pink that once the
ponds are adopted, good will flow both ways in perpetuity, so long as the participants always do the #4 of
their list of things to do (invite others to do the same). The project is very light on administration, costs
nothing, and has potential for huge benefits for the environment and for the participants. Thank you!
While it is best for people to adopt a pond close to where they live or work or play (to save gas and CO2
emissions), it would also be nice if all the ponds were adopted.
Do you happen to know of anyone who lives, works, plays or goes to school anywhere near any of these
ponds? Or of groups like schools or churches; service clubs or youth groups?
Here are the ponds that are still waiting to be adopted:
 Storm Water Pond east of 4400 Southlands Drive SE
 Storm Water Pond on Somerside Road SE
 Southlands Park and Pond at 5001 Southlands Drive SE
 Storm Water Pond along Somerset Street SE
 Southridge Community Pond
 Echodale Pond.
For now, volunteers are getting to know their adopted ponds and picking up trash. This month and next is the
formative phase of finding volunteers and settling into the routine of almost weekly visits. By Earth Day
(April 22) people will have visited their ponds at least two or three times, and perhaps the edges will be
greening up. So around Earth Day we will provide some help with identifying invasive species.
In the mean time explore the possibilities of EDDMaps app (Alberta) on your phone. You will be using that to
report invasives once you know what they look like.
In May and June, call the Nature Centre or SEAWA or me, if you wish help with identifying wildflowers and
trees and shrubs. You can also find a reference to local wildflowers at: hatwildflowers.weebly.com

Martha Munz Gue mmunzgue@telusplanet.net
Note the Nature Centre remains closed due to COVID19 restrictions. However there will be
staff members available to answer any nature questions you might have.
Phone the Nature Line at 403 529 6225.
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MH Interpretive Program
(Managed by Grasslands Naturalists)

Based in Police Point Park Nature Centre

To contact the Nature Centre call the:
Nature Line at (403) 529-6225
Also find us on Facebook and Twitter
Policepointpark

The Nature Centre remains Closed due to
COVID-19 restrictions
The family accessible washroom is open:
Each day from 09:00 to 11:30 & 12:00 to 16:30

The Sagebrush Chronicle is published ten times a year by
Grasslands Naturalists. Submissions of writing and
artwork are welcomed but must be edited for
publication. Deadline: the 10th of each month. If you
would like to advertise in the Chronicle, more information is
available from the editor. Submissions are to be sent to:
milton.spitzer@gmail.com
(403-528-3120). Do not imbed
photos in articles but do send them separately.
The Society of Grasslands Naturalists encourages the study,
conservation and protection of all components of the natural
world. The Society provides educational opportunities, assists
in the collection and provision of species data, acts as
stewards of the environment, discusses environmental topics
and organizes member activities. The Society also manages
the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program.
General Meetings: 4th Tuesday (suspended during
COVID), Sept. - May Board Meetings: 1st Tuesday Sept. June
To join Grasslands Naturalists and/or send a tax-deductible
donation, write:
Grasslands Naturalists
Box 2491
Medicine Hat, AB T1A 8G8
Contact info: Nature Centre 529-6225
Annual Membership Dues: Eileen Cowtan
Individuals
$20
Families
$25
Organizations
$25
Donations to Grassland Naturalists and Interpretive Program
are another great way to support local nature and nature
education. Tax receipts are issued for all donations over $10.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated!
EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER

Saturday, April 24: Build a Bumblebee House:
Please phone to register for this event (no dropins allowed). This is a citizen science project in
conjunction with Alberta Native Bees. There is a
small fee and a requirement to monitor your bee
house.
Saturday, May 8 World Migratory Bird Day
(Nature Canada), To help celebrate, please post
your favourite migratory bird photo to our
Facebook page or Twitter feed.
Sunday, May 30: Spring Bird and Flower Count
Please contact Marty Drut at the Nature Centre if
you are available to participate
Stay tuned for Neighbourhood Invasive Species
Workshops, Riparian Area Walks, Healthy People
in Healthy Environments Events and sometimes
this spring or summer the return of the goats.

The opinions expressed by the authors in this publication do
not necessarily reflect those of the editor and the Grasslands
Naturalists. The editor reserves the right to edit, reject or
withdraw articles submitted. While due care will be taken of
all manuscripts, photos or artwork submitted, GN cannot be
held responsible for any loss or damage to such articles.

GN Website:
www.grasslands-naturalists.org
GN Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/GrasslandsNaturalists/
You must be a Facebook member to view most of it.

Staff is present at the Nature Centre to answer
phone calls, open and clean the public washroom,
plan COVID safe programs, and to keep up with
projects. Please phone or email them at:
mhip@naturline.info regarding questions you
might have or to report exciting nature sightings.

Member’s Corner
2021 Memberships are Due!
GN welcomes new family members, Vivek and Nishka Dabral. The Dabrals are from Edmonton and are
particularly interested in the birding news in the Chronicle. It’s great to have members from outside the Hat
area.

Call for Nominations:
Subject to Bylaws 4.5.1 Executive Officers are elected by Members at the AGM, and According to the Policy
Statement “Nominations and Election of Executive Officers”, approved September 6, 2016, Point 1.2,
“Nominations shall be received, in writing, by the Board no later than 30 days prior to the AGM and shall
indicate that the nominee has been notified and accepts the nomination. These nominations shall be
published in the March Chronicle.”(COVID date change for AGM. See President's report). Note: There are
two vacancies on the board, Vice President and Secretary. If interested contact a member and have
them nominate you. We would all be extremely grateful!

GN Members Gerry Ehlert and John Slater receive EDD Award: Congratulations!
The 2020 EDD award winner goes to Gerry Ehlert and John Slater. This award recognizes the
importance of EDD reporting, mapping and follow up. This duo had the most reports submitted: some 350
or so. Gerry was sneakily invited into their AGM zoom meeting where the award was announced. It was for
the person who filed the most invasive species reports. In this case it was a team effort. Both Gerry and
John searched, found, flagged, and reported to EDD. Gerry will be doing an article for the EDD May/June
newsletter so it will give him an opportunity to profile what GN does in coordination with the City.

President’s Report To GN Members

As I sit down to write, Spring is definitely in the air. I watched Red-tailed Hawks migrating the other day and
noticed Juncos frantically feeding on Echo Dale lawns as they pass through for farther north. The majority of
waterfowl are here or arriving including swans, ducks, grebes and coots at our nearby lakes. I even hear a
rumor that crocuses have been seen.
Unfortunately it looks like we are going to endure one more wave of COVID-19 before we all get vaccinated.
New restrictions have just been announced by Premier Kenney and Deena Hinshaw. Hopefully, this will be the
last round of waves. We are all looking forward to meeting together as a society again at our indoor programs
and we will continue to schedule outdoor field trips but they must be operated within Alberta Health
Guidelines. This means no carpooling and no more than 10 people in one outdoor group. Masks and social
distancing must be observed. In spite of that the annual Manyberries birding field trip took place in March and
was very successful.
World Water Day – Adopt-A-Pond
In spite of everything, we had a great response to our World Water Day Project called Adopt-A-Pond which
was jointly sponsored by Grasslands Naturalists and SEAWA (South East Alberta Watershed Alliance). This is
a challenge for Medicine Hatters to adopt one of our 20 city ponds and riparian areas and visit it regularly to
do a litter cleanup and, if possible remove some invasive species of plants. Once it was announced our AdoptA-Pond coordinator, Martha Munz Gue had many responses and all but 6 ponds have been adopted. As this
project is ongoing there is still opportunity for you to adopt-a-pond and continue monitoring it through this
spring, summer and fall season. Contact either the Police Point Park Nature Center at 403-529-6225 or
SEAWA at 403-488-8110 to adopt your own nearby pond.
Continued on next page

Earth Day Coming Up – April 22
On another note, World Earth Day is coming up on April 22 and we have two suggested projects. One is for GN
members to pick an area in their neighborhood and do a spring cleanup which can be done easily, safely and
conveniently during this COVID outbreak. Another is to participate with SEAWA again in a Russian Olive
sapling removal effort along riparian areas. This may involve more physical activity so take your pick. Russian
Olive trees are an invasive species so an effort is being made to remove new trees starting out.
Our Annual General Meeting Conundrum – May 25? At 7 PM
Last month I reported that we have decided to hold our Grasslands Naturalists Annual General Meeting inperson like we did last fall. It will be located at Police Point Park just outside the Nature Centre and will
require masks and social distancing which worked quite well last year. However, this meeting can only go
ahead on our planned date of May 25 provided that Alberta Health regulations at that time permit it. If
regulations do NOT permit meeting on that date we will re-schedule for June 22 at the same time and venue.
All members will be notified by e-mail or phone if the date must change. After the meeting there will be a bird
and wildflower tour of Police Point Park.
Annual Meeting Reports and Nominations
This is a reminder to all Grasslands Naturalists committee chairpersons that your annual reports for the
annual meeting are due by a May 15 deadline and must be submitted to Paul Thibault at
paul.thibault@grasslands-naturalists.org
Of course our annual meeting also means elections for our executive and board members. That means as a
member you may nominate people to fill any of these following positions. All nominations should be made to
John Slater, a past President, by phoning him at 403-526-7003. If you nominate someone, please gain
their approval ahead of time. Here is the current Executive and Board:
Past President
Current President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Director at large
Director at large
Director at large

Hugh Armstrong
Phil Horch
Vacant
Betty Rainville
Angela Turner
Ian Turner
Eileen Cowtan
Linda Fisher

Not subject to election
Willing to continue
Definitely need nominations
Resigning – need nominations
Willing to continue
Willing to continue
Willing to continue
Willing to continue

One of the biggest issues facing all non-profits these days is finding willing volunteers to serve on the board
and executive. We have at least two vacancies that need to be filled in the coming fiscal year, Secretary and
Vice-President. Please consider becoming more involved in your society by volunteering, either in an
executive or board position or on one of our many committees.
In closing, I would like to state what a privilege it is that we have a naturalists society in Medicine Hat. When I
moved here from Winnipeg in 1982 there was none. What a let down after coming from the Manitoba
Naturalists Society that had over 3000 members at that time. However, I was thrilled that a few far-sighted
nature lovers shared my desire for a local society and it wasn’t long before the Grasslands Naturalists Society
was formed.
Since then, our society has played a vital role in southeastern Alberta introducing people to our fantastic
prairie corner, managing the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program at the Nature Centre, conducting field trips of
all kinds, bringing to town amazing lecturers for indoor program, creating several publications, and lobbying
governments and corporations whenever it is necessary to preserve the environment from bad policies and
decision-making. Our society is known and respected throughout the province and we are often consulted for
input. This only happens because of the quality of our volunteers so I urge you to step forward if you have the
time and zeal. There is far more to do than we have people to do it. Let John Slater know if you want to get
involved. We will find a place that suits your skills and interests.
Submitted by Phil Horch, President
Phil Horch
President

Exciting Sightings by Bob Frew
With the spring vernal equinox now behind us, we can look forward to avian spring migration which should
be in full swing in the coming weeks. Some early sightings reported have included; Mountain Bluebirds
returning to the Cypress Hills, Tundra Swans and Snow Geese observed at local ice-free reservoirs, lakes, and
wetlands, and Ferruginous Hawks arriving in the Manyberries/Pakowki Lake area.
Passerines (songbirds) will also be returning to nest in the grasslands and river valleys of Southeastern
Alberta, or passing through to boreal forest breeding grounds. Hopefully, with suitable habitat conditions and
wetland water levels we will be able to observe arctic-bound shorebirds re-fuelling and resting on their way
north. Some exciting sightings reported by local birders in the past month include the following:
Northern Shrike- Milt Spitzer observed a shrike just outside the window of his Crescent Heights home on
March 12th. This shrike species will migrate to its northern range by mid-April, at which time its winter range
becomes the summer range of the similar Loggerhead Shrike.
Mountain Bluebird- This harbinger of spring is one of the early migrating passerines to return to the
grasslands, its wide breeding range includes the Cypress Hills. Dan Schiebelbein reported 5 Mountain
Bluebirds while birding along the Jackpot Road, which connects Eagle Butte Road to Hwy 41.
Varied Thrush- This thrush species is common in the dense coniferous forests of our mountain parks, where
it is more often heard than seen. The black breast band, gray-blue nape and back on the male and orange
under parts are distinctive. The species is considered rare in the prairie region, but a few sightings are
reported each spring and fall. Three such sightings were reported; one by Mark Schiebelbein who had a
Varied Thrush in his Crescent Heights yard on March 14th, another by George Koopmans who reported a male
Varied Thrush in breeding plumage at the Connaught Pond on March 15th, and yet another reported by Eric
Vokes at Ajax Coulee on April 8th.
Ferruginous Hawk- This large buteo species arrives early to the grasslands of Southeastern Alberta, Its size,
rusty coloured back and shoulders, and white crescent shaped patches on the upper wing are distinctive. The
tail can be a mixture of white and rust. George Koopmans reported a Ferruginous Hawk sitting on a fence post
near Murray Lake on March 26th. Milt and Elaine Spitzer also reported several sightings along HWY 501 south
of Pakowki Lake on March 28th; one was a rare dark morph.
Great Blue Heron- Herons (~12 as of April 3rd) are back at the heronry in the cottonwoods across the South
Saskatchewan River, just downstream from the entrance to Police Point Park.
Tundra Swans- In late March, several birders reported migrating swans at Cavan Lake (~70). Two flocks (35
and 13) were observed flying over Police Point Park on March 20th, and April 3rd respectively. Observing
swans on the move is one of the highlights of spring migration.
Brown Creeper- This diminutive songbird has a cryptically coloured back, which helps it blend with the tree
bark which it probes for insects with its thin curved bill. Its under parts are white; it has a long tail, and a fine
curved bill. Unlike the nuthatches this species spirals up tree trunks while foraging. On April 5 th, Val Felesky
observed a Brown Creeper drinking at a water dish he had placed beside his house.
Snow Geese- There has been several Snow Geese sightings reported; the most recent was a flock of ~ 100 at
Sauder Reservoir by Bob Frew on April 7th.
American Avocet- This beautiful wader; black and white above, white below, with a cinnamon head and neck
in breeding plumage, is common in wetland habitat throughout Southern Alberta. George Koopmans reported
five Avocets at Sauder Reservoir on April 9th.
Continued on next page

American Avocet photo
taken by Bob Frew.

Please
report
your
exciting sightings to Bob
Frew: phone 403-5264573,
or
e-mail:
robert.frew@shaw.ca

Wednesday Wildflower Walks and Earth Day Activities.
Come on out on Wednesday in search for wildflowers and butterflies! Species ID and trash pick up are
standard activities for our weekly walks. Learn your local wildflowers and identify invasives. Check out our
websites for wildflowers and butterflies: hatwildflowers.weebly.com & mhbutterflies.weebly.com. Or call the
Nature Centre (529-6225) for your own personal copy of a wildflower brochure. For invasive ID use the app:
EDDMaps(Alberta). Note: Alberta COVID rules will be in effect. That is social distancing and if more
participants than 10 the group must be split. Walks will start at 1:30 PM (exception on April 22 & 24).
April 14: College Pond. Meet behind the MH Culture Centre, between the ponds. Ryan Davison, of the
former PFRA, and current chair of SEAWA will be our guest to explain about SMRID irrigation ponds in
Medicine Hat.
April 21: Ross Creek Nature Park. Meet near corner of East Glen Drive and East Glen Ave. SE
April 22: Thursday Earth Day; Annual Litter Cleanup at Ranchlands; meet at the far NE end of Ranchlands
Blvd. 9:30am to noon. City Litter Blitz to be conducted in your neighbourhood parks and streets for next 7 to
10 days.
April 24: Saturday SEAWA Earth Day Project: Russian Olive Sapling removal; meet at the Storm Water Pond
on Somerside Road SE (behind Canadian Tire); 9-12 AM.
April 28: Police Point Park. main parking lot. Check out the wildflower garden; then look for signs of spring
throughout the park. Cleanup will be conducted throughout the Park).
May 5: McCutcheon Drive, NWCH. Meet in the middle, opposite the Cypress View Retirement Lodge (near
Teeoda Tower). Here we will indeed see all the way to Dunmore and the Cypress Hills.
May 12: McCoy: Park at the end of 4nd Avenue & 6th Street NE. Check out the great view, the advance of
crested wheat, and the new skateboard ramps, the popular 'goat trail', and the Palliser Air shed - air quality
monitoring station. (palliserairshed.com)

Birding Field Trips, Webinars, and Workshops
Saturday, April 24: Birding Field Trip to Sauder’s and Murray Reservoirs: Meet at the Gershaw Drive
A&W at 08:00. This is an annual trip led by Phil Horch but since he is rehabilitating from hip surgery the trip,
unfortunately, will be led by Milt Spitzer. The trip will be over in the early afternoon.
Saturday, May 8: Birding Field Trip to Pakowki Lake and the North side of the Pinhorn Ranch: Meet at
the Gershaw Drive A&W at 07:00. This will be an all day trip so bring a lunch. Led by Milt Spitzer.
Note: Because of COVID restrictions there will be no car pooling and if the group is larger it will be
split. For more information call Milt Spitzer at 403 528-3120.
The Prairie Conservation Forum is hosting a webinar called "Testing Management-Intensive Cattle Grazing as
a Restoration Tool in Semi-Arid Rangelands" with Kristie Gordon. April 14, 2021 at 12:00 pm MTD.
Register at https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2520153632326519309
Weaselhead/Glenmore Park Preservation Society invites the Nature Alberta Network to join their iNaturalist
Tutorial Webinar on Wed.,April 14 at 7 pm.
Register for the Zoom webinar through Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/how-to-use-inaturalisttickets-145573332757
This webinar explains iNaturalist, and aspects of how-to-photograph flora and fauna for iNaturalist.

Birding by Ear Workshop Announcement
Expert birders identify most birds using song identification. Some birds can only be safely identified
by voice. You can learn to identify bird songs too!
Join in our spring series of online workshops designed to improve your skills at identification of
common bird songs in the Prairie Provinces. More information is available on the Living Sky Wildlife
Rehabilitation charity's website at www.birdtours.ca

Adopt-a-Pond

Annual Manyberries Spring Birding Field Trip
At the end of March, every year for the past 20 plus, Ben Velner has led a birding trip to the Manyberries area
to observe early spring migrants and to watch Sharp-tailed Grouse perform on their lek. Last year with the
COVID outbreak there was no official trip but Ben did survey the area by himself. This year with the
somewhat loosened COVID restrictions a GN trip did take place with 10 participants (maximum allowable in
an outdoor get together setting) travelling in 5 vehicles. GN participants included Ben Velner, Justine Bolen,
Barry and Judy Anderson, Val and Fay Felesky, Ian and Angela Turner and Milt and Elaine Spitzer.
The trip did not disappoint although the dozen or so Sharp-tailed Grouse on the lek were quite lethargic and
the males’ dancing was quite desultory. Perhaps the males were tired of the whole rigmarole and maybe the
males just weren’t measuring up. We did however see close up views of another 30 or so as we travelled the
side roads.
Six raptor species were observed including Ferruginous, Red-tailed and Rough-legged Hawks, Bald and
Golden Eagles and Northern Harriers. More than 10 Ferruginous Hawks were seen with more than half near
existing nests. Of course it was a delight to hear the song of the Western Meadowlark: the true harbinger of
spring in the west.
While the area is quite dry there were some flood irrigation works that had some open water and these were
primarily covered with northern pintails (3,000+) but also included a significant number of tundra swans as
well as a smattering of other waterfowl. We also saw first of the year red-winged blackbirds (3). Of course we
also tallied the expected black-billed magpies, crows, ravens and horned larks. In all we observed 22 species
of birds. Mammal sightings included many mule and white-tailed deer and pronghorns, a coyote as well as a
porcupine in the middle of the Black and White road and of course many Richardson ground-squirrels; the
reason for the large number of raptor species.
The last bird of the trip was a doozy, a male snowy owl. What a grand way to end a birding trip. It was
wonderful once again to be able to socialize, with restrictions, with like-minded friends and members.

Three
Ferruginous
Hawks and a
Male Snow Owl

Society of Grasslands Naturalists
Box 2491, Medicine Hat, Alberta T1A 8G8

Membership Form for 2021
Name* _________________________ Name of 2nd Family Member ** ______________________
Address* ___________________________________ Membership: Individual $20/year _________
City / Province* ______________________________
Postal Code* ________________________________

Family

$25/year _________

Organization $25/year _________

Telephone+ _________________________________ Donation __________ Tax Receipt Available
Email++ _____________________________________ Total Enclosed __________________
Preference for receiving Chronicle newsletter*:
Post or

Email or

Neither

Current and recent Chronicles can be viewed and downloaded from the Grasslands Naturalists
website www.grasslands-naturalists.org
* Required information. ** Required information for family membership.
+ Optional Information. For phone number(s), please note whether it is a residence, cell phone or business number.
++ Information required if you wish to receive the Chronicle and announcements by email.

Informed Consent for Field Trips
I may wish to participate in field trips and events organized by the Society of Grasslands Naturalists.
I affirm that, as a participant, I and my child(ren)/ward(s) are prepared to stay with the group and follow
the directions of the coordinator and activity leader. I affirm that, knowing my personal state of health, I
feel that I am mentally and physically capable of participating in the trips and events that I choose to attend.
I acknowledge that I am aware of the inherent risks, hazards, and dangers associated with activities
arising from my participation in trips, events, litter cleanups, invasive species removal or any other activity
that may result in injury, sickness or death to me or my child(ren)/ward(s). Some of these risks may be
specific to the area. These include, but are not limited to, animal attacks as well as poisonous snakes, insects
and vegetation. Therefore, in consideration of my participation in these trips and events, for myself, my
heirs, my executors, my administrators, and my successors, I voluntarily assume all risks and hereby waive
all my rights against Grasslands Naturalists and unconditionally release and discharge the Grasslands
Naturalists, its members, directors, officers, its affairs and its coordinators from all manner of activities,
causes of action, suits, claims and demands for damages due to personal injury, sickness, death, loss or
damage to property, expenses or otherwise which may or shall arise in any way as a result of my
participation in the above trips and events.

________________________________________________ _______________________________________________
Signature of Member

Signature of 2nd Family Member

Date: ____________________________________________ Date: _________________________________________

Society of Grasslands Naturalists
Box 2491, Medicine Hat, Alberta T1A 8G8

Consent Form
Consent to the Use and Distribution of Personal Information
Grasslands Naturalists (GN) collects personal information subject to the ‘Personal Information
Protection Act’ (PIPA). GN may, subject to your consent, wish to make some personal information
public through, for example, its Chronicle, Website, Facebook page or newspaper article. Please
indicate your consent to the following release of information and note any specific exclusion of a
consent such as for children.
Yes
Name
Residence telephone
Cell phone
Business phone
Email address
Residence address
Pictures

No Exclusion
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

Beyond the above consents, GN will not distribute personal information to a third party without your
consent unless such information is required, by law, to be released to a federal or provincial
government agency in order, for example, to maintain GN’s non-profit organization status.
Consent to Receive Emails Related to Commercial Activities
GN may wish to send you emails to promote some of its commercial activities including those
provided by its Club and Interpretive Program. Please indicate your consent to receiving such
information.
Yes
No
Modification of Consents
You may modify any of the above consents, at any time, through a written request to the member
of the GN Executive responsible for Memberships.
_________________________________________ _________________________________________
Signature of Member

Signature of 2nd Family Member

Date: __________________________________________ Date: __________________________________________

