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Important to All Members 
In the Membership Section of this Chronicle you will find a short questionnaire regarding monthly meetings 
and presentations.  Please respond to Linda so the Executive can make the appropriate decision. 

 

 

 

 

 
From top left clockwise: S. Sask. R. during GN Fall walk; photo by J. Slater. Medicine Hat Fall Scene; Photo 
by Holly Mackie: Late Summer Cloud Formation: Photo by Donna Steele: Fall GN Walk (John Slater on 
Leaves Strewn Trail). 



 Executive and Board Members 
 
President      Phil Horch  403-529-5918 
  phil.horch@grasslands-naturalists.org  
Vice-President      Vacant 
 
Secretary      Betty Rainville    
     betty.rainville@grasslands-naturalists.org                 
Treasurer and        Eileen Cowtan           
Memberships eileen.cowtan@grasslands-naturaist.org 
Past-President       Hugh Armstrong 
  hugh.armstrong@grasslands-naturalists.org  
Directors at             Angela Turner          
Large  angela.turner@grasslands-naturaists.org  
       Ian Turner 
  ian.turner@grasslands-naturaists.org    
      Linda Fisher            
 linda.fisher@grasslands-naturalists.org  

 

MH Interpretive Program 
(Managed by Grasslands Naturalists) 

Based in Police Point Park Nature Centre 

To contact the Nature Centre call the: 
Nature Line at (403) 529-6225 

Also find us on Facebook and Twitter 
Policepointpark 

The Nature Centre is open from: 
Tuesdays to Sunday from 09:00AM to 4:30PM 

The family accessible washroom is open: 
Every day from 09:30 to 11:30 & 12:00 to 16:00 

 
.  

 
The Interpretive Program continues to adapt to 
the ongoing situation. In October, we are featuring 
the StoryWalk® for All Ages which allows 
everyone to share some of the stories of our 
prairies while keeping a healthy distance. 
October 17 is the evening for the Beaver Walk. 
Please pre-register, as we need to keep groups 
small.  
We are working with some school classes at the 
schools. Many families are using the Park and trails 
for learning and for building good health habits. 
We are available for questions and with lots of 
ideas.  
We now have a propane heater. Groups of friends 
or small meetings could use it to meet outdoors, 
perhaps in the shelter of the front or back patio. 
The second and last birdseed order of the winter is 
being put together now. Call if your birds are 
hungry.  
 

 

The Sagebrush Chronicle is published ten times a year by 
Grasslands Naturalists. Submissions of writing and 
artwork are welcomed but must be edited for 
publication. Deadline: the 10th of each month. If you 
would like to advertise in the Chronicle, more information is 
available from the editor. Submissions are to be sent to: 
milton.spitzer@gmail.com  (403-528-3120). Do not imbed 
photos in articles but do send them separately. 
 
The Society of Grasslands Naturalists encourages the study, 
conservation and protection of all components of the natural 
world. The Society provides educational opportunities, assists 
in the collection and provision of species data, acts as 
stewards of the environment, discusses environmental topics 
and organizes member activities.  The Society also manages 
the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program. 
 
General Meetings: 4th Tuesday, Sept. - May Board 
Meetings: 1st Tuesday Sept. -June 
 
To join Grasslands Naturalists and/or send a  
tax-deductible donation, write:  
 
Grasslands Naturalists 
Box 2491 
Medicine Hat, AB  T1A 8G8 
 
Contact info: Nature Centre 529-6225 

 
Annual Membership Dues:  Eileen Cowtan 
Individuals $20 
Families  $25 
Organizations $25 
 
Donations to Grassland Naturalists and Interpretive Program 
are another great way to support local nature and nature 
education. Tax receipts are issued for all donations over $10. 
Your generosity is greatly appreciated! 
 
EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER 
 
The opinions expressed by the authors in this publication do 
not necessarily reflect those of the editor and the Grasslands 
Naturalists. The editor reserves the right to edit, reject or 
withdraw articles submitted. While due care will be taken of 
all manuscripts, photos or artwork submitted, GN cannot be 
held responsible for any loss or damage to such articles. 
 

GN Website:  
 www.grasslands-naturalists.org   
GN Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/GrasslandsNaturalists/  
You must be a Facebook member to view most of it. 

 
 

 
We will be adding other 
events. Keep in touch to see what 
else is happening.   
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Incoming President’s Address To GN’s 2020 Annual General Meeting 

 
I wish that I could say today, that after a hard-fought campaign, I have regained the Presidency of the Grasslands 
Naturalists Society. Unfortunately recruiting leadership for today’s volunteer organizations has become a daunting 
task. Nonetheless I accept this responsibility because what this society does is vitally important to Medicine Hat 
and southeastern Alberta…………and somebody has to lead it. 
 
          (continued on next page) 

 

Member’s Corner 
The annual general meeting of the Grasslands Naturalist finally took place in mid September, outdoors, near 
the Nature Centre.  Thank you for the great turnout and for socially distancing and for wearing facemasks. A 
special thanks is due to the past executive and board members most of whom are returning for the upcoming 
year. GN owes Hugh Armstrong a special vote of thanks for his four and half years serving so capably as 
president of the organization.  Fear not; Hugh is still serving on the board as Past President and as Chairman 
of the Operations Committee.  Another big thanks to Phil Horch who has stepped up as President (his 
acceptance speech follows later in this issue).  Other executives and board members have agreed to continue 
in their existing roles as shown on page 2.  Unfortunately there is still a vacancy, Vice-president.  We certainly 
encourage you to step up and act in this capacity. 
 
A special portion of the AGM was devoted to the presentation of a lifetime membership to Jan Scott who is 
renowned for her self-taught knowledge about the insect world.  The presentation was so capably and 
humoursly made by Val Martins, a very good friend of Jan.  A summary of Jan’s accomplishments, as prepared 
by Paul Thibault based on personal interviews with Jan follows in this issue. 

 Important; Action Required: Please all Members Respond  
to enable the Board to Make Acceptable Decisions 

 
The Board understands the seriousness of Covid-19. We also understand people may want to safely gather 
for the monthly Business meeting and listen to speakers. 
The Board would like to determine if Members would be interested in gathering together safely and 
responsibly so we can have our Monthly Meetings and Speakers. 
On average we have approximately 30 members attend Monthly meetings.  
Would you consider attending meetings if we followed or exceeded all Alberta Health Guidelines?  Yes or 
No 
If yes, under what strict conditions would you be willing to attend a meeting?  
Please list these conditions. 
If we had a large space such as the Library or College theatres or other very large spaces like a gymnasium;  
and if we seated people every second or third row and had people seated very, very, far apart;  
and if we insisted that masks be worn at all time;  
and if we had hand sanitizer,  
would you be willing to attend Monthly meetings? 
I ask that you please all reply to me so the Board can act on the Members' wishes. We miss seeing everyone 
and enjoying the Speakers and don't want members to leave Grasslands Naturalists because we are not 
having the Meetings. We also want Members to be safe and healthy.  
Be safe, 
Linda Fisher Indoor Program Coordinator 
 
Email:  linda.fisher@grasslands-naturalists.org or Text to: 403-502-4970 
 

 

mailto:linda.fisher@grasslands-naturalists.org


(continued from page 3) 
I want to begin by giving recognition to our out-going President, Hugh Armstrong, who has diligently served an 
unprecedented 4-1/2 year term in his role. I’m sure no other president of Grassland Naturalists has devoted so 
much time and effort to this position. Hugh leaves our society in a strong position. We are strong financially, 
reputationally (is that a word?) in the community, and we can look back on a string of accomplishments that leave 
us all proud. The body of natural history knowledge for southeastern Alberta continues to grow every year in part 
because of the contribution of our society’s membership efforts. Jan Scott is a fine example of what just one 
member can accomplish in her field of interest. 
 
Whether it’s environmental issues, quality programs both indoors and outdoors, creation of new publications, or 
building civic awareness over the environment, Hugh has given strong steady leadership that gives us all pride in 
being a member of GN. Please join me in thanking Hugh for his unprecedented dedicated service. We have other 
members on our board who have put in years of faithful service as well. 
 
During these covid-19 times, we are faced with significant challenges in carrying on our club activities. Our venue 
for indoor programs is too small to allow for social distancing and maybe we have to look at temporarily finding a 
larger room in which we can meet and safely social distance while wearing masks.  Outdoor programs can possibly 
resume with certain limitations but we will have to proceed carefully, fully cognizant of the fact that a second wave 
of covid-19 might once again bring limitations on our ability to congregate. Pandemic health regulations also play a 
big part in how we are able to proceed. 
 
These are challenging times for many reasons besides covid-19. For people of our generation (mostly baby-
boomers because of our club’s present demographic) we are living in unprecedented times. Between covid-19, 
climate change, and general degradation of the environment, we are hearing the word “apocalyptic” being voiced 
by many. The current wildfire situation in western United States on top of other natural calamities and on top of 
covid-19 are all contributing to universal angst. 
 
Unquestionably we are moving into a future with a new normal and none of us are really sure what that will look 
like. The times are changing…and quickly! Where does that leave the Grasslands Naturalists? What does that mean 
for our environment? Those are one of the serious questions that we need to address. 
 
While we all enjoy the pleasures of the natural world, the fact is that the natural world continues to be under 
unprecedented threat. Just one example is the worldwide decline of songbirds. Their overall population decline 
averages 60% since the 1960’s. My own documented birding observations reflect this disturbing trend. Just this 
week the beautiful Red-Headed Woodpecker has been added to the threatened species list by our Federal 
Government. 
 
Our environmental future looks grim on many fronts. But in spite of that, our civilization has developed the 
strongest awareness of environmental issues than ever before.  More people than ever want to do recycling, want 
to support sustainable practices, and more people than ever (thanks to covid-19) are beginning to discover the joys 
of nature and the outdoors. 
 
As a society we need to capitalize on this newfound interest in our parks and natural world. And we especially need 
to find new ways to inspire the younger generations to take up the torch that we baby-boomers have been carrying 
for so long.  
 
One avenue that might help us build new membership is the current interest in climate change among the younger 
generations. This issue seems to have ignited youth into a role of engagement on environmental issues.  This may 
serve as a natural recruitment tool to build our society and to create broader interest in all aspects of the natural 
world. 
 
          (continued on next page) 



(continued from page 4) 
When I joined the Manitoba Naturalists Society in 1969, membership in that organization exploded because baby-
boomer youth got involved. The catalyst was the need for activism that our generation perpetuated. Previously, 
the Manitoba Naturalist Society was a small group of older adults numbering in the few hundreds. After the 1960’s, 
their membership increased to over 3000. That change was not without controversy. I can well remember the 
emotional debates that took place over whether the MNS was an organization devoted to the study of nature or a 
lobbyist organization. Ultimately it became both just as we are today. 
 
Today’s naturalist societies all over North America are in need of the younger generation to get involved. That may 
be our biggest challenge going forward.  We all need to look for every opportunity to invite young people to 
participate in what we do. Somebody my age should not be the one assuming the Presidency because I won’t be 
able to do it for the next five years like Hugh.  
 
We also need a Vice-President. We need a vision that is going to capture the interest of young people and we need 
to face the challenge of this quickly changing world. A stronger focus on climate change may help to attract 
younger generations to what we do. In our province that is probably more controversial than some others. But 
climate change is not going away. I look to all of you for ideas and help. This society has been a vital part of this 
community and we have made a huge difference and our natural world would suffer great loss without the 
Grasslands Naturalists Society. In fact somebody should be writing a book on the history of our past 38 years. 
 
Those are just a few of the things that will be on our agenda as we continue to study and advocate for the natural 
world we love. I look forward to working with an experienced and supportive board. We have great people in our 
society. And together we know we can accomplish much going forward, because of our knowledge of what we 
have done in the past. 
 
Incoming President 
Philip Horch 
 
 
 

Presentation of Life-time Membership Award to Jan Scott(as prepared by Paul Thibault) 
 

Tonight, we are pleased to honour one of our most cherished naturalists with the GN Life-time Membership 
Award.  With the exception of times spent in Calgary, Fort Saint John and Okotoks, Jan spent most of her life in 
this area, either in Medicine Hat or Ralston.  We all know of Jan’s passion for insects.  This fascination started 
very early in life, before she could even walk, when she would pick up bugs while crawling on the floor.  
Whenever Jan had her fists clenched, her mother would ask her to open her hands to check her latest 
discovery.  Jan’s interest in the natural world continued into her teens when she collected fossils and 
rehabilitated wild birds. 
 
Jan spent most of her working life caring for people in nursing homes and in hospitals, where she did personal 
and occupational therapy work.  In 1990, Jan was diagnosed with a muscle-related disease that prevented her 
from continuing these activities.  Not discouraged, Jan saw this disability as an opportunity to pursue more 
fully her naturalist interests, which became a full-time passion by the year 2000.  She first started with 
butterflies and gradually included moths in her research activities.  The study of moths was particularly 
challenging due to the large variety of them.  When Jan started this work there was very little known about 
them.  Books and other resources that could help her identify species were almost nonexistent.  One book that 
she did find dated back to the 1920s.  
 
Jan’s moth and butterfly collection methods were very cautious in that she only kept one specimen per species 
except in the case of “First Observed” species, where a few more samples were kept for confirmation and 
historical archiving.  She also bred moths and butterflies to document the five caterpillar molting phases.  As 
her research progressed, Jan diversified her interests from Lepidoptera, moths and butterflies, to entomology, 
insects in general. 
          (continued on next page) 
 
 

 



(continued from page 5) 
 
Jan’s collection activities have included many regional firsts for a variety of insects: 
In Canada: 

 A moth species that she found in Eileen Cowtan’s backyard. 
In Alberta: 

 12 moth species 
 2 bumble bee species 
 2 other bee species 
 3 wasp species 
 A pale green weevil species 
 Elm seed bug (2020) 

She also found two species of moth that were believed to be extinct and had not been seen in Alberta for 40 
and 60 years. 
 
Throughout her research, Jan was influenced and in frequent contact with a variety of well-known academics 
and government officials including: 

 John Acorn at the University of Alberta 
 Greg Pohl at Canada Forestry 
 Jason Dombrowsky, Curator at the Cornell University Museum 
 Chris Schmidt at Agriculture Canada in Guelph 
 Robin Leech of the Entomological Society of Alberta 

Jan has been active in a variety of organizations including: 
 Alberta Lepidopterist Guild 
 Entomological Society of Alberta 
 Monarch Watch 
 Monarch Health 
 Coleopterists Society 

 
In 2009, Jan won the prestigious Frederick S. Carr award from the Entomological Society of Alberta.  As 
indicated on that society’s website, Jan, known as the “caterpillar lady” for her work in raising caterpillars, is 
recognized as an expert who is willing to share expertise with others and “has contributed many new and 
unusual records of Alberta insects to other researchers”.  Because Jan’s current health does not permit her to 
travel or attend indoor meetings, the Alberta Lepidopterist Guild held its 2019 yearly campout in Medicine 
Hat so that members of the society could meet her.  She has had special visits from other entomologists 
including Jason Dombrowsky, Curator at Cornell University, and Matthias Buck Assistant Curator at the Royal 
Alberta Museum. 
 
In terms of publications, some of Jan’s research has been included in the 2010 “Zoo Keys” book titled 
“Annotated List of the Lepidoptera of Alberta, Canada”.  Jan also hopes to publish her work on the insects of 
Medicine Hat and the molting stages of caterpillars.  In addition to a moth collection donated to the GN 
Interpretive Program, Jan has arranged to make major donations of her moth specimens to the Strickland 
Museum and bees and wasps to the Royal Alberta Museum. 
 
More locally, Jan has made many GN contributions through her interactions with the Club and the Interpretive 
Program.  In addition to her donation of moth specimens, she published a series of articles on moths in the 
Chronicle, gave many presentations on moth, butterflies and caterpillars, lead butterfly walks and wrote 
reports to assist the Interpretive Program staff.  Within the City, she provided assistance to the Medicine Hat 
and District Horticultural Society and to the Windmill Butterfly House.  She also gave presentations at the 
Esplanade as part of an exhibition on butterflies and at the first Medicine Hat Pecha Kucha Night event.  GN 
members and staff who helped Jan collect samples could not help but being fascinated and motivated by her 
knowledge and passion. 
          (continued on next page) 



(continued from page 6) 
 
Jan’s research often came with interesting and 
humourous situations.  For example, her efforts to 
attract and collect moths sometimes caught the 
attention of the local police force such as when she and 
her “co-conspirators” poured liquor on trees to attract 
moths in the middle of the night at Police Point Park or 
when she extended her net with a long pole to capture 
moths at night near the lights at the top of the Safeway 
building. 
 
As indicated on the Carr award section of the 
Entomological Society of Alberta website, “Jan Scott, of 
Medicine Hat, is an amateur in the purest sense; she 
does not have formal training in entomology, and is not 
employed in entomology, but pursues it purely out of 
personal interest…..Now that she has become an expert 
in her own right, Jan freely shares that expertise with 
others in southeastern Alberta”.  The fact that, as an 
amateur, Jan was able to gain the respect and 
recognition of professional entomologists, including 
academics and curators, is a tribute to her pure 
passion, unrelenting quest for knowledge and her 
generous sharing of information and expertise with 
both entomologists and the general public.  For all 
these reasons, GN is pleased and honoured to present 
Jan with its Life-time Membership award. 

 

Brief Summary of Recent Walks and Clean Up Events  
Prepared by John Slater 

 
 
On Sept 16, ten GN members had an enjoyable walk in Echo Dale Regional Park  Also, on Sept 23, GN and 
SEAWA did an annual clean up of the Environmental Reserve in Ranchlands Phase 3 at the far NE end of 
Ranchlands Blvd. 13 people out for the one hour clean up. Then we did a walk through Phase 4 wetland 
environmental reserve to the river and back along the river through the riparian forest. This is a superb 
natural area worth protecting and enjoying. Numerous birds and hawks, and land animals inhabit this forest. 
Because of wildlife in the area, we recommend this be a dog on-leash reserve.  10 bags of trash and recyclable 
cardboard and metal were gathered for the City to pick up. 
  
Again on Sept 30th, fifteen members of the GN and SEAWA participated in the clean up of Strathcona Island 
and Lions Parks and South Saskatchewan River south shoreline as far as Medicine Hat Public Library.  It was a 
pleasure to find that the area was quite clean but still 10 bags of litter were collected and bigger items such as 
a sleeping bag, damaged camp chair and barrier stand. Some bags were put in the dumpster at the Heritage 
Building, and others left beside or put in the trash bins at the boat launch or playground & picnic parking lots. 
Following the one hour clean up, some participant enjoyed a walk through the splendid Nature Area to be 
designated in honour of Dawn Dickinson.  

 

 

Left to Right: Jan Scott, Hugh Armstrong, Val Martins 



Upcoming Events, Field Trips and Announcements 
 

The board agreed that outdoor field trips may proceed providing that the following regulations, as required by 
Alberta Health are followed: 
  

1.       The field trip leader must announce that social distancing is required and remind people during the 
outing. 

  
2.       There will be no carpooling allowed except for people who do so with their own cohort. 

  
3.       The field trip leader needs to register the name and contact info for each participant and keep that for 
at least a month in case contact tracing is needed in the future. 

  
4.       All participants must have signed a waiver and do so at the beginning of the field trip. We will develop 
a new waiver form going forward that includes reference to covid-19 

  

 Note: Contact for all Wednesday’s trips is John Slater (403-526-7003 or Cell 403-866-8415 
Wednesday, Oct 14 at 10am: Paul von Huene Property south of Irvine to view beaver activity and fossils on 
Ross Creek. Meet 9:15am at Walmart Parking lot NE corner and leave 9:30 sharp as a convoy (no carpooling 
unless you are already in cohorts with family or friends). Or here are the directions to the Huene’s property: 
Head east on TCH to Highway 41 South. Turn right (south). Proceed 9.6 km to TWP 110 (near eight grain 
bins). Turn left (east) on TWP 110. Proceed 1.6 km to the “T” intersection. Turn left (north) on RR 32. Proceed 
0.7 km to the first right turn. Turn right (east) on TWP 110A. Proceed 2 km down the hill and across the 
bridge. Keep right (south) at the “Y” in the road - RR 30A. Proceed 1.6 km to the end of the road. Park at the 
house. Municipal address is 10531 - RR 30A. LSD - NE 36-10-3 W4. 
  
Saturday, Oct. 17: Beaver Walk; Pre-registration is required to participate.  Phone 403 529-6225 to register 
and to get time and meeting place. 
 
Saturday, Oct. 17: Field Trip to Schuler and McLaren Lakes: Meet at the main parking lot of Medalta 
Potteries at 08:00 AM.  Be prepared with warm clothing and bring a lunch.  Trip is being run to hopefully 
observe the last of the large flocks of migrating waterfowl and will also include a short walk around the 
regional park at McLaren Lake to observe any late or over wintering passerines. (above regulations apply). 
 
Wednesday, Oct 21 at 10am: Kiwanis River Park and Tangle in Harlow. Meet at the west end Red Deer 
Drive parking lot near TCH bridge.  
  
Wednesday, Oct 28 at 10am: Walk the new trails in Redcliff. Meet at the Redcliff Cemetery. 
  
Wednesday, Nov 4 at 10am: Gas City Campground and Trails. Meet at trailhead. 
  
Wednesday, Nov 11 at 10am: Tepee to Saamis Coulee. Meet at Tepee. 
  
  

Sandhill Cranes 



Exciting Sightings by Bob Frew 
The autumn equinox in late September usually marks the peak of songbird migration in Southeastern 
Alberta. This is followed in October by the Snow Goose migration which can be viewed at our nearby 
lakes and reservoirs (Murray Lake, Many Island Lake, and Sauder’s Reservoir). Local birders may also 
choose to optimize their viewing of this fall avian spectacle by travelling into Saskatchewan, closer to the 
Central flyway. In mid-October, there is also the rare opportunity to encounter Whooping Cranes staging 
at the small lakes and fields north and east of Saskatoon.  Recently, there have been some exciting 
sightings reported by local birders; 
 
Harris’s Sparrow- Dan Schiebelbein reported a Harris’s Sparrow foraging along with other sparrow 
species in the flowers beds of his Crescent Heights residence.  In its adult winter plumage this large 
sparrow’s crown is blackish, with buff-coloured cheeks, and a black throat. It is rare in the prairie region, 
and sightings usually occur during migration. 
 
Fox Sparrow- Another large sparrow species, containing several subspecies groups, it is considered a 
vagrant in Southeastern Alberta. Irregular sightings are usually reported during migration. Milt Spitzer 
reported one such sighting while birding at Police Point Park on September 16th. 
 
Say’s Phoebe- This uncommon species is found in the grasslands, in dry open areas, and coulees, often 
perched on fence lines. A single bird was reported among the cliffs across from Police Point Park by Barry 
Anderson on September 22nd, while he was fishing the South Saskatchewan River. This phoebe’s tawny 
coloured belly and black tail are distinctive. 
 
Wood Warblers- Some lingering warbler species continue to be seen as we move into October including; 
Yellow-rumped Warblers, and Orange-crowned Warblers, and Palm Warblers. Barry and Judy Anderson 
reported a late Ovenbird in their bird-friendly Ross Glen garden on September 30th. Elaine Spitzer 
reported a Mourning Warbler in Police Point Park on Sept 16th, which is considered a vagrant in the 
prairie region, and is a rare sighting in the park. 
 
Hooded Mergansers- Bob Frew observed a group of Hooded Mergansers on Elkwater Lake on September 
21st. The group included four males and four females.  The male Hooded is perhaps the most colourful of 
all the merganser species. Phil and Annalora Horch also reported three Hooded Mergansers on Elkwater 
Lake on October 2nd. 
 
Sandhill Cranes/Greater White-fronted Geese/Snow Geese/Tundra Swans- On September 25th Milt and 
Elaine Spitzer, on a tip from Corlaine Gardner, travelled to Schuler and McLaren Lakes looking for 
migrating waterfowl. They noted many Sandhill Cranes in flight, and on the harvested fields at the east 
end of McLaren Lake (just inside the Saskatchewan border). They also reported a large raft of Greater 
White-fronted Geese (~2000) on the lake. On October 4th, Dan and Mark Schiebelbein covered this same 
territory, reporting these same species at Schuler and McLaren Lakes and in adjacent fields, with greater 
numbers of Sandhill Cranes (~5000), White-fronted Geese (~2000), Snow Geese (~200), and Tundra 
Swans (~100) at the McLaren Lake location.  Adding to this migration spectacle, Phil Horch reported an 
estimated 7000 White-fronted Geese, 50 Snow Geese, 2 Ross’s Geese, and 1000 Sandhill Cranes all at 
Schuler Lake on October 8th. 
 
Brown-Creeper-Unlike the nuthatches, creepers spiral upwards on tree trunks when foraging, and then 
fly to a lower place on the next tree to repeat the process. Camouflaged by their streaked brown 
plumage, along with their soft call, and high-pitched song, creepers can be difficult to detect. Phil and 
Annalora Horch reported a Brown Creeper at Elkwater on October 2nd. 
 



plumage, along with their soft call, and high-
pitched song, creepers can be difficult to 
detect. Phil and Annalora Horch reported a 
Brown Creeper at Elkwater on October 2nd. 
Wood Duck- On a recent visit to Inglewood 
Bird Sanctuary on the morning of 
September 27th, Bob Frew observed a 
surprisingly high number of Wood Ducks 
(~42), they were all roosting on a large 
toppled Cottonwood tree, which was 
partially submerged in the sanctuary’s 
lagoon (beside the Colonel Walker House). 
The male Wood Duck’s colourful plumage 
and sleek crest are distinctive. 
Northern Shrike- Milt and Elaine Spitzer 
reported their first Northern Shrike sighting 
of the fall, at Police Point Park on October 
7th. This shrike species is larger than the 
similar Loggerhead Shrike, and has a paler 
grey head and back, with lightly barred under parts. Its black mask does not extend above the eye and 
bill. 
Please report your exciting sightings to Bob Frew: phone 403-526-4573, or e-mail    
Robert.frew@shaw.ca 
 

 

Wood Ducks at Inglewood Bird Sanctuary 
Photo by Bob Frew 

Nature  Alberta  Board  of  Directors  Meeting Sept. 12, 2020 (listened in via teleconference) 
Highlights from the NA Board of Directors meeting held on Saturday, September 12th is as follows: 

- Rick Schneider has agreed to stay on as the Executive Director (ED) in an unpaid temporary 

position until March 31, 2021. 

- An ‘Urban Nature Initiative’ best practices booklet has been printed and videos of demo sites 

is underway with the program completion by the end of October. 

- Living By Water program has been wrapped up and is now completed. 

- The new Communications team have been doing an excellent job. 

- The website rebuild or restructuring is underway.  The plan is to have current content each 

month and have up to date information.  It will be ready in a month or so. 

- The new NA magazine is of excellent quality --- top notch.  It had not been updated for about 

seven years. 

- A new online store for NA was launched using Square platform.  This system is now set up to 
purchase new lifetime memberships.  A personal lifetime membership with NA can be 
purchased.  The $10 lifetime membership is currently only for 2020 for Nature Alberta’s 50th 
Anniversary celebration.  

- Limited capacity exists for future fundraising. Nature Alberta is operating at 2/3 of last year’s 

budget. Fundraising needs to get underway for the next fiscal year.  Donations and 

membership are below expectations because of CoVid-19.  AGLC gave permission to use 

casino funds for the NA magazine.  A Government of Alberta operating grant of $23,800 was 

received. 

- The AGM for NA will be held in November. 

Submitted by Ian and Angela Turner 
 



October Report from Issues Committee as prepared by Gerry Ehlert 
 
Invasive Species -   Continued to work with Parks and Recreation to help monitor and report new invasive 
species.  The City provided excellent control of the Eurasian buckthorn mature trees found around the 
Connaught Pond and SE Hill’s forest.  Also the 2019 find of Elcampane (Inula helenium) found at one spot at 
Connaught Pond was controlled in 2019 and near eradicated in 2020.  Follow up will be required in 2021.  
Additional reporting and control will be required for Eurasian buckthorn at both locations this fall and in the 
foreseeable future.   Once the mature trees have been successfully controlled there are the seedlings to 
contend with.  Confirmed with the City that there was a good control of Dalmatian toadflax in the north and 
south parts of SE Hill.  However, the center part of SE Hill needs to be treated.   
 
This summer we found three new invasive species: wild cucumber (Echinocystis lobata); bouncing-bet 
(Sapponaria officinale); and Climbing Nightshade (Solanum dulcarma).  These species were found in moist 
hillside spots and along the Seven Persons Creek.  These species are not listed as noxious, however, they are 
considered invasive and should be controlled.  In particular, climbing nightshade is toxic to dogs and humans, 
i.e. children.   We have reported these new finds to the City.  In addition, we picked up many bags of baby 
breath plants (in seed) in the area above PP park.  The seed from these plants could have established and 
spread into PP park.  GN and the City is working on babys breath control in this area.   
 
This fall we plan to continue to monitor and report new finds of Eurasian buckthorn at Connaught Pond, PP 
Park, and Kin Coulee.  
 
 
Mountain Bike Trails (Echo Dale Regional Park and area between Gas City Campground and Echo Dale Park) -   
Worked with the City and the 670 Collective Mountain Bike Club to better understand and inform each other 
about the planned  development and location of mtn. bike trails.  We had a few zoom and phone call meetings, 
and a field meeting.  In summary, plans were made several years ago to build mtn. bike trails to support this 
recreation demand and to attract additional economy to the City, i.e. mtn. bike destination point in April to 
October.  Examples of these mtn. trails that have been already developed are located at Burnside.   Also found 
at Redcliff.  The trails are intended to be multi-purpose so that bikers and walkers can use according to degree 
of difficulty.  Our influence has largely been to minimize duplication of present and new trails, reclaiming/not 
using old trails that are not required, increased awareness and education about the importance of native 
grassland protection and stewardship, control of invasive species establishment and spread, and perhaps a 
reduced presence of biking/trails in the west side of EDRP, i.e. the Solitaire trail located on east side of D.U. 
pond.  Group has drafted a 4 way plan which includes a cooperative approach during trail construction and 
trail monitoring to reduce the establishment and spread of invasive species.   
Added benefits of this working group are several including:  improved understanding and communication of 
all 3 parties to work together to keep OHV use from these areas; increased stewardship education with trail 
users walkers and mtn. bikes; no electric bicycles allowed on trails only electric assisted pedal bikes;  clean up 
of Echo Dale ESA area from past scars both garbage and soil disturbance; implement passive access barriers 
to locations we do not want users to go re bikes or walking;  and an additional litter clean up area to visit each 
“year”.   
 
GN has and will continue to have issues with the disturbance and loss of native grasslands.  Lessons learned 
include it is important at the earliest stage to stay on top of issues and plans that may disturb or cause a loss 
of native grasslands in the City.   The 670 club has many environmentally friendly members, especially in the 
executive.  We share several common issues, including stewardship, environmental protection, and not 
allowing OHV’s to damage such areas as happened in the past.   
 
City’s Integrated Pest Mgt. Plan - this plan is being drafted as we speak and includes invasive species mgt. and 
control.  We are having input to the drafting of this plan.  
 
 



 

Municipal Development Plan -  Issues Committee provided input to the City planners regarding the drafting of 
the new Municipal Development Plan.  Overall a good plan with concerns and improvements recommended.  
Major concern areas involved the protection of Environmental Sensitive Areas and the future possibility that 
these areas may be disturbed and developed for future residential needs.   For example, areas like the 
Environmentally Sensitive Area located south of Echo Dale Park’s south boundary (See Fig. 12 and 14 in MDP 
draft plan).  GN recommended improved administration and planning protection of ESAs to minimize the 
potential loss of native grasslands.  For example, building onto present ESA’s with Registered Ecological 
Reserves and using the new Natural Areas designation tool.   We also recommended the City investigate new 
housing models that can provide new housing opportunities within existing city spaces such as found in the 
downtown areas.  A number of other suggestions were made dealing with market gardening, improved 
environmental sustainability approaches, lower income and health related concerns.  
 
Medicine Hat College Ecological Mapping -  Brent Smith, environmental instructor at the College is leading the 
development of a “ city ecological map” that provides a number of features including vegetation type, i.e. 
native grasslands, soils, watershed, and health.   The City is helping Brent with access to their GIS data.  
Students will be involved in the process as part of their learning practicum.  GN is contributing by providing 
input and helping to test the development of this map.  This product will support our April, 2020 report to the 
City about the importance of having up to date information that will help better protect native grassland and 
associated riparian areas.  To date, there has been some preliminary prototypes developed and testing is 
underway.  Some hurdles and challenges to deal with such as the Police Point Park has a complex ecology, 
particularly its water relationships with the vegetation and soils.  In addition, budget, resources and time is 
limited so a “full blown detailed plant community inventory and mapping product” may not be possible.  
Therefore presently looking at alternatives.  A working draft map of selected areas within the city may be 
available by next fall, 2021.  
  
Other : 
- The layout for the Buffalo Trail Wind Farm Development Project has changed and the Developer 
Engie/Consultant Scott Land & Lease will be sharing these changes with GN over the coming weeks along with 
a general update on the project.  We will have an opportunity to review the changes and discuss these changes 
with the Project Team.   
-  No update about the revised weed bylaw, however, it will likely follow the approval of the integrated pest 

mgt. plan.  
 
 
 

  

Above: Rob Gardner and Gerry Ehlert conducting invasive 
weed survey around Connaught Pond. Photo J. Slater 
 
Left:  Invasive Weeds left to right:  Cicer vetch; wormwood 
sage, and crested wheat grass. Photo  Martha Munz Gue 


