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Note: All in-person Grasslands Naturalists and Interpretive Program 
Events are still cancelled until Further Notice.  The Nature Centre will 

be opening soon on a limited basis and some events are planned 
 

 

  

  

Have a great summer, stay healthy and enjoy the great outdoors! 
(next Chronicle in mid September) 
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MH Interpretive Program 

(Managed by Grasslands Naturalists) 
Based in Police Point Park Nature Centre 

To contact the Nature Centre call the: 
Nature Line at (403) 529-6225 

Also find us on Facebook and Twitter 
Policepointpark 

The Nature Centre and accessible 
washroom will be opening very soon.  The 
Nature Centre is staffed and activities are 

happening with restrictions. 
We continue to work on new and alternate 
interpretive programming as the pandemic 
continues to impact us all.  We are posting nature 
nuggets and potential activities on our website, 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. We have done 
videos and met with a class of enthusiastic grade 1 
students online. We are going Live on Facebook on 
Friday mornings. We are getting some very good 
responses. We appreciate members and 
volunteers online support. We are still adapting 
and making changes.   
The Nature Centre is still closed but we are here to 
answer questions by phone or e-mail. City 
Building Services took advantage of the closure to 
renovate the old bathrooms which had not been 
touched during the rest of the renovations. They 
look bright and new and sparkly. We are planning 
our re-opening strategy, so stay tuned.  
Summer Solstice Pass It On Video Challenge 
Saturday June 20   We are celebrating the longest 
day of the year with a chance to get involved and 
have some fun. Check out the sample video on 
Facebook Police Point Park upcoming events. Hint, 
you can do your video ahead of time. And you can 
come down to Police Point and briefly borrow our 
sunshine ball. 

 

The Sagebrush Chronicle is published ten times a year by 
Grasslands Naturalists. Submissions of writing and 

artwork are welcomed but must be edited for 
publication. Deadline: the 10th of each month. If you 
would like to advertise in the Chronicle, more information is 
available from the editor. Submissions are to be sent to: 
milton.spitzer@gmail.com  (403-528-3120). Do not imbed 
photos in articles but do send them separately. 
 
The Society of Grasslands Naturalists encourages the study, 
conservation and protection of all components of the natural 
world. The Society provides educational opportunities, assists 
in the collection and provision of species data, acts as 
stewards of the environment, discusses environmental topics 
and organizes member activities.  The Society also manages 

the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program. 
 
General Meetings: 4th Tuesday, Sept. - May Board 
Meetings: 1st Tuesday Sept. -June 
 
To join Grasslands Naturalists and/or send a  
tax-deductible donation, write:  
 
Grasslands Naturalists 
Box 2491 
Medicine Hat, AB  T1A 8G8 
 
Contact info: Nature Centre 529-6225 

 
Annual Membership Dues:  Eileen Cowtan 
Individuals $20 
Families  $25 
Organizations $25 
 
Donations to Grassland Naturalists and Interpretive Program 
are another great way to support local nature and nature 
education. Tax receipts are issued for all donations over $10. 
Your generosity is greatly appreciated! 
 
EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER 
 
The opinions expressed by the authors in this publication do 
not necessarily reflect those of the editor and the Grasslands 
Naturalists. The editor reserves the right to edit, reject or 
withdraw articles submitted. While due care will be taken of 
all manuscripts, photos or artwork submitted, GN cannot be 
held responsible for any loss or damage to such articles. 
 

GN Website:  
 www.grasslands-naturalists.org   
GN Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/GrasslandsNaturalists/  
You must be a Facebook member to view most of it. 

 
Watch for other activities, ideas, and our re-
opening. There will be new routines and 
restrictions on numbers of visitors or activities 
allowed. You can also look forward to meeting our 
two summer students Kara and Morgan. It will be 
good to see visitors in person again!  As always, 
phone us on the Nature Line 403-529-6225, or e-
mail us mhip@natureline.info 

 

mailto:hugh.armstrong@grasslands-naturalists.org
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Member’s Corner 
Due to the ongoing COVID crisis and to be in compliance with the regulations and limit liability issues, all 
further GN sponsored Field Trips, Neighbourhood walks and functions are cancelled.  
  
We do encourage members to get out to enjoy the benefits of nature by following the recommendations of 
staying close to home within the City and exercising physical distancing. You can still enjoy nature, such as 
wildflowers, birds, butterflies, etc and, as well, do neighbourhood clean-ups in a safe and healthy way.    

Last Call For GN Membership Renewal 
 
As per GN bylaws: “any membership owner in arrears for dues for a period of six months shall lose its 
membership.”  Therefore this will be your last Chronicle and you will lose your voting rights if you have not 
paid for the 2020 year.  To jog your memory, Eileen will send an email to those who have not renewed.  We 
certainly hope that most of you will renew in spite of our limitations due to COVID-19 restrictions.  
Hopefully GN activities can resume in the fall. 

Grasslands Naturalists is appreciative of the continuing income from The Community Foundation of 
Southeastern Alberta. This year we received $915 from the "Donna MacLean Grasslands Naturalists Fund." 
Years ago, in 1996, Donna made a donation as a designated grant. A designated grant is one that is directed by 
the wishes of the donor according in a fund agreement. The money is then managed by the Community 
Foundation and each year an amount proportional to the money earned from the principal in the given year is 
distributed. 
In 2016, GN signed a contract with the Community Foundation setting up an endowment fund. Donations to 
this fund may be made at any time or bequeathed to it by a will. 

 
DAWN DICKINSON 

Defender of the Environment 

(1930 – 2013) 
Dawn Dickinson Nature Area (by Parks and Recreation, City of Medicine Hat) 

As a naturalist, Dawn’s passion for the prairie grasslands, river valleys, and the Cypress Hills was limitless.  As 
a biologist, she steadfastly maintained that science and facts should guide conservation and management.  
Dawn held numerous positions on various government and non-government committees/-
commissions/forums/agencies and through her work on these and her independent publications became well 
known for her logical, well-reasoned and scientific approach to solving problems related to conservation.   
Dawn was a long serving member, board member, and Conservation Coordinator with the Grasslands 
Naturalists.  Her lasting contribution to the preservation of natural spaces and the conservation of species in 
SE Alberta was honoured with local, provincial and national awards. 
The riparian park area (18 acres), at the confluence of Ross Creek and Seven Persons Creek, is a natural 
habitat for birds and other wildlife and is a fitting memorial to Dawn and her passionate commitment to 
conservation. 

“ALBERTA HAS LOST A DEDICATED, KNOWLEDGEABLE  
AND RESPECTED STEWARD OF THE ENVIRONMENT” 

 
 

Front Page Credits 
Before crediting the photographers for the photos on this month’s Chronicle the editor sincerely apologizes to 
Martha Munz Gue for incorrectly crediting the crocus photo on the front page of the May Chronicle.  In actual 
fact, this great photo was taken by Martha.  The editor will attempt to do better in the future. 
This month’s front page credits: Clockwise from top left: Red Fox Kits seen and photographed by the 
Armstrongs while attending to the bluebird trail; Black-headed Grosbeak photographed by Dan Schiebelbein 
near Spruce Coulee; Larkspur photographed on May 18 by Ian Wallis; and a rare variety White Shooting Stars 
photographed by Linda Fisher on her property;  
 



President's Message June 2020 
 
So, another GN club year draws to a close, and what a finish it is! At our final Board meeting we discussed the 
possibilties of a June GM, but as we would still have to be socially distant (we would have to yell across the 
patio as some of us are hard of hearing),  no potluck supper allowed, no speaker lined up, couldn't really have 
AV equipment, etc etc, we decided against it. So the first GM of the new GN year (Sept) will be the 2020 AGM 
and we will have elections. If we can meet!!!   
 
As I write this, the Field Trips, Tree Wrapping, Bird Tales Progam and Neighbourhood Walks are still on hold, 
but with some loosening of restrictions by the Gov't, it is expected we, at the very least, will be able to have 
summertime walks. 
 
Regardless of the COVID crisis the Issues Committee has been very busy with the Medicine Hat Municipal 
Development Plan and the Echo Dale Regional Park Upgrades, Invasive Species mapping, etc. See report 
following. 
 
As we have not been able to give any reports to a GM, Corlaine has inserted a MHIP summary in this Chronicle. 
Thank you to Corlaine and staff for their continued excellent on-line programming as they work through the 
COVID crisis. 
  
The SE Alberta Birding Trails Guide distribution has kind of stalled during this time, so if you do travel to any 
locations which should have them or need resupplying please come pick some up.  
 
And a big thank you to the Board and Committee members who have put in so many hours over the past year. 
 
And as always, I finish with a plea to step up and volunteer at the IP and various GN projects when you 
may be asked, as they gear up down the road. 
 
Enjoy the summer and we will see you in September. Stay healthy! 
 
Hugh 
 

Issues Committee Report June 2020 
 
The Issues Committee has been working on these main areas.   
 
1. The draft Municipal Development Plan, which will affect municipal planning and decisions for the 
next 30 years, is on the City website.  The issues committee is  (distance) meeting to discuss the plan and will 
meet with the Planning Superintendent in June to ask questions.  Here is the link to the myMH Master Plan 
website with all of the content (https://shapeyourcity.medicinehat.ca/municipal-development-plan).  
GN members are encouraged to check out the series of YouTube videos as they provide a good overview of 
each section. New videos are released every few days. Members Note: The City is currently seeking feedback 
on the plan through their survey on the website (open until June 25th). Additionally, as a stakeholder group 
we can submit a letter outlining our position, either this month or at the statutory public hearing (or both). 
The statutory public hearing for the plan is tentatively scheduled for September 8th, 2020. 
  
2. Grasslands Conservation and Invasive Weed Control in Echo Dale, Burnside, Ranchlands, Briar 
Run (FLC), and Dunmore wind farm.  Invasive species abound in Medicine Hat and many have been identified 
and reported through the ‘EDDMapS’ app.  A huge thanks goes to Gerry Ehlert for his focus on this issue and 
the support he gets from John S. and Hugh.  I am particularly pleased that Grasslands Naturalists has produced 
a “Case for Conserving Native Grasslands and Riparian Areas”, and three documents that celebrate flora and 
fauna in Medicine Hat Area (butterflies, wildflowers and birds) which we can use to back up any conversation 
about the need to conserve and restore.         
     

 

https://shapeyourcity.medicinehat.ca/municipal-development-plan


Issues committee report continued: 
 
3. Echo Dale Regional Park Future upgrade.  (from Gerry Ehlert) GN is a stakeholder for the drafting 
of the Echo Dale Regional Park Future Plan.  Recently we completed our final zoom stakeholder meeting and 
on-line survey with the consultants.  The consultants provided two future plan concepts to look at and 
provide feedback.  Both concepts proposed a variety of recreation improvements and new developments, 
including RV camping and a big event program.  In summary, GN recommended that the future park should be 
protective of the native grasslands and riparian areas so these areas receive a minimum amount of 
disturbance and development.  Subject to a feasibility study, we supported an enhanced interpretive program; 
enhanced family recreation developments in the area of swimming lake and fishing/boating lake; fenced dog 
park (3 areas); improved access for motorized and non-motorized boats/canoes; and a small tenting/small 
RV area in the east crested wheatgrass flats area. The consultants will take all our comments and make 
recommendations to the City.  The City will undertake a costing of the proposed concept and then provide 
citizens with a finalized future plan and an opportunity to comment on-line very soon..  GN provided the 
consultants with our recent document a “Case for Protecting Native Grasslands and Riparian Areas”.  
       
4. Mountain Bike Trail. During the process of Echo Dale Regional Park planning, we became aware of 
the plans to develop a series of mountain bike trails in the Echo Dale Regional Park and the area east to the 
Gas City campground.  These trails have been discussed in various planning assessments and planning 
documents for several years now. For example, Medicine Hat Trail Development Plan 2018, South 
Saskatchewan River Recreation & Leisure Opportunities 2015, and City of Medicine Hat Recreation Master 
Plan 2011.  GN is in the process of catch-up and meeting with City Parks and Recreation, and the 670 
Collective Mountain Bike Club to better understand and have input to the location and implementation of 
trails.  Some of these proposed trails are existing trails while others are new trails.  The 670 has received a 
copy of our protecting native grasslands and riparian areas document.     
             
5.     Location of recreational infrastructure. Some residents of CH have expressed concern over 
construction on an area on 8th Street NE across from McCoy HS and St. Francis X.  The skateboard project was 
approved by Parks and Rec last year.  Citizens wrote to the mayor and councilors and met with one councilor. 
GN talked with Parks and Rec.  The project is too far along to influence location now. Perhaps what GN can do 
is to offer opportunities for the skateboarders and their mentors to learn about stewardship of grasslands and 
riparian areas.  Perhaps they could be involved in clean up of the areas around their skateboard parks; GN 
could offer to work with them so appreciation of flora and fauna and geo-science can grow among active 
youth. 
 
5. Networking. Participating in activities and discussions with others provides an opportunity to 
network with a broader community about nature, and local and global environment effects of our routines 
and decisions.  Three Issues Committee members are also part of the SEAWA Communications Committee 
and the local chapter of the Council of Canadians.  Also, from attendance of the weekly Fridays-at-Four 
Climate Conversations grew an attempt to provide a hub/store/or something that would support 
Sustainable Solutions.  The seed has been planted. At the bi-annual “Moving and Choosing” Networking 
meetings (AHS), Martha reminds leaders that the schools and groups they work with could go on Nature 
Walks (with wildflower brochure and birding guide in hand) to help with the “Moving” part of their healthy 
living mandate. 
 
6. Members who wish to pursue an issue should contact the Issues Committee, and we will work with 
you. The issues are many, and we can only work on the ones for which there are volunteers to work with us.
  

 
Martha Munz Gue and John Slater, co-facilitators of the Issues Committee 



Exciting Sightings by Bob Frew 
May has been a busy month for birders, with the spring migration surge in bird activity. Summer resident 
species have returned to the grasslands, wetlands, and riparian cottonwood forests of Southeastern Alberta to 
nest.  As we enter the month of June, migration has now peaked, but we can expect some late migrants and 
rarities. Recently, we have had some exciting sightings reported, including several rarities.  
 
Lazuli Bunting- Hugh Armstrong reported a sighting of this much sought after specialty species for our area, 
at a bird feeder at his Parkland residence on May 18th.  This uncommon bunting can usually be found in 
coulees and riparian habitat. There have been several additional sightings by other birders at Police Point 
Park, Strathcona Island Park, and Redcliff Riverside Park. 
 
Yellow-breasted Chat- A first of the year sighting of another of our specialty species, a Chat was reported by 
Barry and Judy Anderson in the Ross Glen Coulee on May 27th. A second Chat was heard and seen along the 
Saratoga Trail by Bob Frew on May 29th, which apparently moved to Saratoga Park where it was seen on May 
30th.  Ross Creek’s and Seven Person’s Creek’s brushy slopes and cliff-sides provides suitable habitat for a 
number of species including the Chat. Dan Schiebelbein photographed a third Chat at Cherry Grove Farm, 
north of the City on June 4th.  A fourth Chat sighting was reported by Milt and Elaine Spitzer on June 8th, at 
Police Point Park.  
 
Virginia Rail- Milt Spitzer heard, and then caught a brief glimpse of this rare and secretive rail at the Sunrise 
Rd. (RGE Rd 93) marsh at the north arm of Pakowki Lake on May 17th.  
 
Grosbeaks- Three grosbeak species have been 
reported; Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were 
heard singing and seen at Elkwater Lakeside by 
Phil and Annalora Horch while birding in the 
Cypress Hills on May 19th.   Black-headed 
Grosbeaks were encountered both audibly and 
visually by several birders, including Milt and 
Elaine Spitzer, and Dan Schiebelbein at Spruce 
Coulee on May 26th.  Renee Dowling had several 
Evening Grosbeaks frequenting her bird feeder 
on her Holsom Rd. property, from May 22nd to 
25th. This latter grosbeak species is considered a 
vagrant in the prairie region, and is seldom 
observed, they are sporadic; and are likely to 
show up anywhere. 
 
Wetland/Marsh species- Recent visits to local lakes, reservoirs, and marshes, by GN birders have produced 
some interesting sightings. Significant numbers of White-faced Ibis, Black-necked Stilts, Red-necked 
Phalarope, American Avocets, some Black-bellied Plovers, as well as various duck species, and all six 
Grebe species were reported by many birders at various locations including: Sauder Reservoir, Murray Lake, 
Pakowki Lake,  and Sunrise and Kininvie Marshes. Linda Fisher reported two uncommon Black-crowned 
Night Herons, in the marsh at the south end of Murray Lake on May 14th. 
 
Grasslands species- During an early May visit to the prairie grasslands surrounding Bullshead Reservoir and 
the Cypress Hills, Phil and Annalora Horch encountered several small passerine  species. They included; 
Baird’s Sparrow, Brewer’s Sparrow, McCown’s Longspur, and Chestnut-collared Longspur. There is 
concern about our grassland species, particularly the latter; as their numbers appear to be in decline.  The 
Lark Bunting is an irruptive species restricted to the grasslands, especially arid overgrazed sites.  When 
present they can be locally abundant. Dan Schiebelbein tallied 8-12 buntings in close proximity to the 
Wildhorse border crossing on May 26th.  The Bobolink is another grassland bird, usually found in moist 
meadows and hayfields. The colourful male is highly detectable when singing in display flight. Milt Spitzer 
reported a male Bobolink at Schuler on May 25th. 
 

           Photo by: R. Dowling 



Exciting sightings continued: 
 
Hooded Merganser- On May 22nd, Bob Frew was walking in Strathcona Island Park, alongside the South 
Saskatchewan River. He noticed a female merganser swimming upstream hugging the shoreline; with her 
brood of five, four riding on her back, and a fifth close behind. The river was high from recent rains, and the 
mother merganser was struggling to make headway against a fast current, while trying to relocate to more 
suitable shelter, a formidable task. The outcome didn’t look good, a Bald Eagle patrolling the river added to 
the risk. 
 
Wood Warblers- Spring migration sightings by GN birders included 12 of the 54 species of North American 
Warblers. The majority of sightings were made in our local city parks. Some of these colourful migrants were; 
Yellow Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Orange-crowned Warbler, Wilson’s Warbler, American 
Redstart, Tennessee Warbler,  Common Yellowthroat, Yellow-breasted Chat,  Black and white 
Warbler, and Blackpoll warbler. Wood Warblers are considered by many to be the gems of the bird world. 
 
White-winged Scoters- These sea ducks migrate inland from their coastal wintering grounds. There is a 
small breeding population which is widespread throughout the province, and in recent years this has included 
Elkwater Lake in the Cypress Hills. Scoter sightings this spring have been unpredictable and have ranged from 
5 on June 1st, to 28 on June 6th.  Scoters have exceptional under water endurance often exceeding a minute. 
Their white secondary feathers are distinct in flight.  
 
Lewis’s Woodpecker- On May 8th, Lloyd Bennett of Taber received a call from a resident living next to the 
Taber Golf course, for his help in identifying an unusual woodpecker seen near or on the Golf Course.  On May 
10th, Lloyd identified it as a rare Lewis’s Woodpecker. This woodpecker’s normal range includes the interior 
of British Columbia, and the Western States.   
 
Thrushes- Various thrush species were observed by many birders in our parks and elsewhere in the city, 
during the Spring Migration. Swainson’s Thrushes were abundant, whereas only a small number of Hermit 
Thrushes, and only a few Grey Cheek Thrushes were reported.  A pair of Townsend’s Solitaires was 
reported by Phil and Annalora Horch near the Horseshoe Canyon lookout in the Cypress Hills on May 19th. 
 
Olive-sided Flycatcher- This Flycatcher species is seen in the grasslands region during spring migration. It 
typically perches on exposed dead branches on the top of trees; its call is a “quick three beers”.  The 
Flycatcher was observed hawking insects at the top of a cottonwood tree behind the Nature Centre at Police 
Point Park on May 24th. 
 
Common Night Hawks- Some birders contend that when Nighthawks arrive, spring migration is complete, 
and summer is close at hand.  Rob and Corlaine Gardner reported a sighting at Empress AB on May 31st ;  Dan 
Schiebelbein also had a sighting in NE Crescent Heights on June 1st, and Milt and Elaine Spitzer observed two 
Nighthawks at the old Agricultural Research Station at Onefour on June 2nd.  The Common Nighthawk is 
usually first detected by its distinct “peent” flight call. There have been no reports to date from the Cypress 
Hills concerning that other Nightjar, the Common Poorwill. 
 
Please report your exciting sightings to Bob Frew: phone 403-526-4573, or e-mail    
Robert.frew@shaw.ca 
 
 

 
 

 
Gerry Ehlert attended a webinar about oil and gas development and grasslands songbirds. The study (near 
Brooks) was done on 4 species; Chestnut-collared Longspur, Sprague’s Pipit, Savannah Sparrow and Vesper 
Sparrow.  What they found was to support optimum songbird habitat and populations we need to reduce the 
infrastructure density of well sites and roads.  Also when energy sites are being developed the quality habitat 
must be identified and development here should be avoided. The recommendation was to use alternative 
development sites such as crop and crested wheatgrass fields.  Also developing multi pad sites would reduce 
the road infrastructure.  This presentation is available at: https://www.pcap-sk.org  . 

https://www.pcap-sk.org/


 
 

Nature Alberta Board of Directors Meeting 
May 23, 2020 (submitted by Ian and Angela Turner) 

 

The highlights from the Nature Alberta (NA) Board of Directors Meeting on May 23rd were as follows: 
1. Brian Illnicki, the Executive Director, and Kristina, the Communications Director, with Nature 

Alberta were finished at the end of April after assisting with the Transition to being without them 
as employees of NA. 

2. The four staff positions have been handled as follows:  Kelsie (Urban Nature) has a new contract 
signed, Janet (Bookkeeper) has a new contract signed, Zoe (Nature Kids) was laid off for May and 
June with a new contract beginning on July 1st and at a reduced pay of $25 from $35 / hour, 
Kristina (Communications Director) resigned.  Nature Alberta is in the process of hiring someone 
with 200 applications to date.  Also, Sheldon (Living by Water) is to finish outstanding 
commitments using unspent grant funding. 

3. A new on-line store has been launched. 
4. E-news and Nature Alberta magazine will likely be delayed because Communications Director 

resigned. 
5. Budget income --- Last year $343,000 This year $200,545 

                      Budget expenses --- $207,765 Therefore, a deficit of $7,220 
Budget Issues:  a.)  NA will need to use reserve funds for next two to three years.  Future grant funding is 
likely to decline considerably because of Covid-19, and b.)  There is no word yet from GOA re annual operating 
grant.  Without this grant there are no funds for an Executive Director or even an office manager. 

6. Rick Schneider has assumed acting Executive Director position as a volunteer, but does not want 
to become a paid employee of Nature Alberta.  He does not want to commit to grant writing, grant 
reporting, and fundraising, but will help with future planning and budgeting for Nature Alberta. 

 

 
 
 

Sage, a Norwegian Elkhound, was killed by a Cougar 
 

If you have ever stopped at St. Margaret’s Church along Eagle Butte Road the last few years you were likely 
greeted by Sage, a friendly and curious dog, owned by David Carter.  Unfortunately, Sage was killed by a 
cougar in May.  Following is a report by Alex McCuaig: 
 
“ A long time resident of the Cypress Hills is warning of a cougar showing some uncharacteristic behavior 
after it attacked and killed his dog.  David Carter, who lives next to St. Margaret’s Church on Eagle Butte Road, 
said his five year old Norwegian Elkhound Sage went missing earlier this week and he initially believed the 
beloved outdoor pet may just have strayed.  But a subsequent search of the area turned up the pet, buried in a 
fashion common for cougar kills.  Carter said he first came upon a front leg bone and said “I knew he was 
dead.  I went over to the pile, pushed back the straw and saw his velvet ear and I pushed down further and I 
could see his chest.”  The dog’s remains were recovered and a trail camera was set up by neighbour  Monty 
Krauss near the kill site to capture a photo of the suspect feline as it returned to the scene.  Photos captured a 
large male cougar with an estimated weight of between 150 and 165 pounds.  Reports of healthy male cougars 
killing dogs are rare in the Cypress Hills and outside the Elkwater townsite.  Carter says this incident is a 
signal that more attention should be paid to the population of the felines in the Cypress Hills and warns others 
with dogs or small children to be aware when travelling on foot in the area.” 



Other Exciting Nature Sightings this Past Month 

 
From top left then clockwise: 
-Prairie Onion: Photo by Martha Munz Gue 
-Stone seed (Pucoon) Photo by Martha 
-Prairie Rose: Photo by Martha 
-Gumbo or butte primrose (great find)       
start out white and then they turn pink 
and sometimes even dark red. Photo by 
Hugh Armstrong. 
-Who is that masked Litter Picker-Upper? 
Photo by G. Ehlert. 



 

Cinnamon Teal and Sora: Photos by Dan Schiebelbein (dansnaturephotography.com ) 

Blackpoll Warbler (above) photo by Ian Turner 
taken at their home after it hit a window. It 
recovered. 
Rock Wren at Red Rock Coulee: photo by R. Frew 

Sanderlings at Chappice Lake and Badger along Jackpot Road.  Photo by M. Spitzer 
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Membership Form for 2020 
 

Name* _________________________ Name of 2nd Family Member ** ______________________ 
 

Address* ___________________________________ Membership:  Individual $20/year _________ 
 

City / Province* ______________________________                      Family     $25/year _________ 
 

Postal Code* ________________________________       Organization  $25/year _________ 
 

Telephone+ _________________________________   Donation __________ Tax Receipt Available 
 

Email++ _____________________________________   Total Enclosed __________________ 
 

Preference for receiving Chronicle newsletter*:  
 

Post or       Email or       Neither    
 

Current and recent Chronicles can be viewed and downloaded from the Grasslands Naturalists 
website www.natureline.info/gn 
 

* Required information.  ** Required information for family membership. 
 

+ Optional Information.  For phone number(s), please note if it is a residence, cell phone or business number.  
 

++ Information required if you wish to receive the Chronicle or Nature Alberta Magazine by email. 

 

Informed  Consent  for  Field Trips 
 

     I may wish to participate in field trips and events organized by Grasslands Naturalists. 
     I affirm that as a participant I am prepared to stay with the group and follow the directions of 
the coordinator.  If I choose to bring my child(ren)/ward(s), I will ensure they also stay with the 
group and follow the directions of the coordinator and activity leader.  I affirm that, knowing my 
personal state of health, I feel that I am mentally and physically capable of participating in the trips 
and events that I choose to attend. 
     I acknowledge that I am aware of the inherent risks, hazards, and dangers associated with 
activities arising from my participation in trips and events which may result in injury to me or result 
in my death. 
     Therefore, in consideration of my participation in these trips and events, for myself, my heirs, 
my executors, my administrators, and my successors, I voluntarily assume all risks and hereby 
waive all my rights against Grasslands Naturalists and unconditionally release and discharge the 
Grasslands Naturalists, its members, directors, officers, its affairs and its coordinators from all 
manner of activities, causes of action, suits, claims and demands for damages due to personal 
injury, death, loss or damage to property, expenses or otherwise which may or shall arise in any 
way as a result of my participation in the above trips and events. 
 

________________________________________________   _______________________________________________ 
 Signature of Member      Signature of 2nd Family Member 
 

 Date: ____________________________________________   Date: _________________________________________

http://www.natureline.info/gn
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Consent Form 
 

Consent to the Use and Distribution of Personal Information 
   
 

Grasslands Naturalists (GN) collects personal information subject to Alberta’s Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FOIP).  GN may, subject to your consent, wish to make 
some personal information public through, for example, its Chronicle, Website, Facebook page or 
newspaper article.  Please indicate your consent to the following release of information and note 
any specific exclusion of a consent such as for children. 
 
       Yes     No  Exclusion 
Name      ______________________________________________ 
Residence telephone   ______________________________________________ 
Cell phone     ______________________________________________ 
Business phone    ______________________________________________ 
Email address    ______________________________________________ 
Residence address    ______________________________________________ 
Pictures     ______________________________________________ 
 
As a GN Member, you can receive, free of cost, an electronic version of the quarterly Nature Alberta 
Magazine.  To receive the magazine, GN must supply your email address to Nature Alberta so that it 
can email you the magazine. Please indicate your consent to receiving the electronic version of the 
Magazine by email from Nature Alberta.       Yes         No 
 
Beyond the above consents, GN will not distribute personal information to a third party without your 
consent unless such information is required, by law, to be released to a federal or provincial 
government agency in order, for example, to maintain GN’s non-profit organization status. 
 

Consent to Receive Emails Related to Commercial Activities 
 

GN may wish to send you emails to promote some of its commercial activities including those 
provided by its Club and Interpretive Program.  Please indicate your consent to receiving such 
information.       Yes         No 
 

Modification of Consents 
 
You may modify any of the above consents, at any time, through a written request to the member 
of the GN Executive responsible for Memberships. 
 
 

_________________________________________  _________________________________________ 
Signature of Member               Signature of 2nd Family Member 
 

   

Date:  __________________________________________   Date:  __________________________________________ 
 


