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Note: All in-person Grasslands Naturalists and Interpretive Program 

Events are Cancelled until Further Notice! 
 

This includes the closure of the Nature Centre and suspension of all Interpretive 
Program Events, Grasslands Naturalists Meetings, Walks and Field Trips. 

 
 
 

Prairie Crocus 
(Anemone patens) 

 
The crocus were late to 
bloom this year but in 
early May the blooms 

were spectacular, 
abundant and 
widespread. 

 
The photo on the left 

was taken on April 26, 
by Barry and Judy 

Anderson on the Ross 
Glen hillside. 
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MH Interpretive Program 

(Managed by Grasslands Naturalists) 
Based in Police Point Park Nature Centre 

 
To contact the Nature Centre call the: 

Nature Line at (403) 529-6225 
Also find us on Facebook and Twitter 

Policepointpark 
The Nature Centre and Washrooms are 

closed to the public due to Covid-19, but 
the Nature Centre is staffed 

Nature continues regardless of the pandemic, 
and the Interpretive Program continues to be 
here to help Hatters enjoy the spring. Staff are at 
the Nature Centre most days to answers phone 
call questions, or to make suggestions for 
activities. We are still helping identify flowers and 
birds, and taking reports of moose sightings.  

NEW! What's Happening in Police Point?   We 
are trying something different. On Friday, May 15, 
at 11:00 a.m. we will be broadcasting a brief 
program live on Facebook. If this works well, it 
may become a regular event. Tune in and let us 
know what you think. 

Students, parents, and teachers can learn in the 
real world with our posts on the website and on 
our Facebook page. Look for it at Police Point 
Park. We usually post things on Wednesday and 
Saturday, and occasionally at other times. It is 
actually very helpful if all our volunteers sign onto 
Facebook and review our postings regularly. The 
more visits the postings get, the more readily they 
show up for our potential visitors.  
We are working on new online and other informal 
activities, preparing for new exhibits, and 
optimistically planning for the future. We are 
thrilled to see how many families are enjoying 
trails and time together.  

The Sagebrush Chronicle is published ten times a year by 
Grasslands Naturalists. Submissions of writing and 
artwork are welcomed but must be edited for 
publication. Deadline: the 10th of each month. If you 
would like to advertise in the Chronicle, more information is 
available from the editor. Submissions are to be sent to: 
milton.spitzer@gmail.com  (403-528-3120). Do not imbed 
photos in articles but do send them separately. 
 
The Society of Grasslands Naturalists encourages the study, 
conservation and protection of all components of the natural 
world. The Society provides educational opportunities, assists 
in the collection and provision of species data, acts as 
stewards of the environment, discusses environmental topics 
and organizes member activities.  The Society also manages 
the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program. 
 
General Meetings: 4th Tuesday, Sept. - May Board 
Meetings: 1st Tuesday Sept. -June 
 
To join Grasslands Naturalists and/or send a  
tax-deductible donation, write:  
 
Grasslands Naturalists 
Box 2491 
Medicine Hat, AB  T1A 8G8 
 
Contact info: Nature Centre 529-6225 

 
Annual Membership Dues:  Eileen Cowtan 
Individuals $20 
Families  $25 
Organizations $25 
 
Donations to Grassland Naturalists and Interpretive Program 
are another great way to support local nature and nature 
education. Tax receipts are issued for all donations over $10. 
Your generosity is greatly appreciated! 
 
EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER 
 
The opinions expressed by the authors in this publication do 
not necessarily reflect those of the editor and the Grasslands 
Naturalists. The editor reserves the right to edit, reject or 
withdraw articles submitted. While due care will be taken of 
all manuscripts, photos or artwork submitted, GN cannot be 
held responsible for any loss or damage to such articles. 
 

GN Website:  
 www.grasslands-naturalist.org   
GN Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/GrasslandsNaturalists/  
You must be a Facebook member to view most of it. 

 
(cont. from left) We are working on new online 
and other informal activities, preparing for new 
exhibits, and optimistically planning for the future. 
We are thrilled to see how many families are 
enjoying trails and time together.  

Stay safe and well.  

 

mailto:hugh.armstrong@grasslands-naturalists.org
mailto:milton.spitzer@gmail.com
http://www.grasslands-naturalist.org/
http://www.facebook.com/GrasslandsNaturalists/


 
Parks and Natural Areas Cleanup 

 
While not an official GN outing, a number of members participated in the 
cleanup of natural areas in Medicine Hat; in particular the Ranchlands 
Reserve and Police Point Park.  As is evidenced by the photo at the right, in 
spite of the physical distancing and isolation, garbage has still accumulated.   
The right photo shows debris picked up in the Ranchlands area and a 
further 6 bags were picked up in Police Point Park and along the west 
entrance to the park. 

Member’s Corner 

Due to the ongoing COVID crisis and to be in compliance with the regulations and limit liability issues, all 
further GN sponsored Field Trips, Neighbourhood walks and functions are cancelled.  
  

We do encourage members to get out to enjoy the benefits of nature by following the recommendations of 
staying close to home within the City and exercising physical distancing. You can still enjoy nature, such as 

wildflowers, birds, butterflies, etc and, as well, do neighbourhood clean-ups in a safe and healthy way.   

Website 
 

As part of our 30th Anniversary, Grasslands Naturalists is pleased to release its Club’s new website 
www.grasslands-naturalists.org .  Some of the main new features include: 

 A more modern look. 

 A ‘Responsive’ capability that provides a better display for a variety of devices including desktops, tablets 
and cell phones. 

 Access to GN’s Sagebrush Chronicles since the Society’s incorporation in 1990. We would like to thank the 
Esplanade Archives, City of Medicine Hat, for digitizing the older Chronicles from 1990 to 2012 so that they 
can be searchable. 

 A Sidebar search capability that makes it easy to find documents that include a particular text. These 
documents include: 

o Sagebrush Chronicles 
o General and Board meeting minutes 
o Bird Counts 
o GN’s ‘Birding Trails of Southeastern Alberta’ guide. 

 A new Blog section, which is currently dedicated to our 30th Anniversary.  The blog will continue in 
following years to discuss various areas of interest. 

 

Please Renew your GN Membership 
 
Apparently only 50% of the 2019 members have renewed their membership for 2020.  We appreciate it is 
more difficult to renew this year with the social distancing but a society is only as strong as its 
membership.  Please, if you are interested in continuing your association with Grasslands Naturalists 
renew NOW!  A membership form is attached to the end of this issue so we plead with you to forward your 
application and fee now.   Thank You. 

http://www.grasslands-naturalists.org/


President's Message -May 2020 

 
April has been a cool month on average but we can safely say spring has arrived in spite of the COVID crisis. 
Crocuses are out, Buffalo-Bean and many other early spring wildflowers have bloomed. Many birds are back. 
The bluebirds are making nests in the boxes and I think I saw an eaglet head poking out of the nest the other 
morning, so get out and don't let the virus keep you from enjoying the fresh air! 
 
Time flies! A year ago in this space I reported we were having the official unveiling of the Prairie Viewpoint 
the afternoon of May 3th and the grand re-opening of the renovations of the Nature Centre on June 21st. Let's 
hope we can have another grand reopening this June, COVID permitting!!  
 
As previously mentioned in this edition, this month we are continuing  with the policy of no sanctioned GN 
Field Trips or Neighbourhood Walks or activities. We have a great record of low positive tests for COVID in 
the area and it is not the time to change just yet. Besides, most of us are in the high risk age group! We will see 
what this next month brings and perhaps we can get back to a closer normal in June. 
 
Which brings me to Tree Wrapping. I checked with Parks and they should have wire for June. So we will plan 
on sometime in June if the COVID curve stays flat. 
 
We did a Baby's Breath and Garbage picking in PPP on May 7th and we only found 23 plants, 2 bags of garbage 
and a big old bull snake! So we are sort of winning the battle. 
 
Check out our new GN website: www.grasslands-naturalists.org which is now up and running. Read about it 
in this Chronicle. A huge thanks to Paul for all the work he put into this. I think you will find it is very 
attractive and easy to navigate through.   
 
We have been very busy addressing various issues in the province, surrounding areas and community which 
have potential to affect the natural world we live in. In doing so it is imperative that we use proper channels of 
communication when addressing these issues as GN members. One can always respond to any issue as a 
private citizen but if it is as a GN member it must first be passed through the committee responsible, then the 
Board, and then our official spokesperson for that particular channel. I bring this up only because we are 
getting a much higher profile as a Society and with various channels of communication available we must be 
more aware of what we put out as a private citizen as opposed to  a GN member. Check your Bylaws on 
Communications with external organizations, etc. 
 
Enjoy the great outdoors in May!  
 
Hugh 
 
 Selling of Crown Land Native Grassland (1/4 Section) East of Taber 

 
The sale of this quarter section was reported in the April 2020 Sagebrush Chronicle.  After the publication of 
the issue a response was received from the Minister of Environment and Parks and is as follows: 
 
Mr. Jason Nixon informed GN that this quarter section is not native grassland and is dominated by Kentucky 
bluegrass and crested wheatgrass pasture, and that proceeds from the sale will go into the Land Stewardship 

Fund:  https://www.alberta.ca/alberta-land-trust-grant-program.aspx . 

There is a weekly webinar called “The Recovery Series” every Thursday at10:00 AM Mountain Time (noon 
eastern) that has various environmental themes like Covid-19 and climate change, single use plastics, and 
pollution health and Covid-19.  Register for free at: 

act.environmentaldefence.ca  

http://www.grasslands-naturalists.org/
https://www.alberta.ca/alberta-land-trust-grant-program.aspx


Exciting Sightings by Bob Frew 
 
Spring avian migration peaks in May; a time of the year greatly anticipated by avid birders, as it brings an 
influx of songbirds and waterfowl that nest in our region, as well as shorebirds passing through on their way 
to their boreal or arctic tundra breeding grounds.  Each passing day brings reports of new arrivals to the 
prairie grasslands and wetlands of Southeastern Alberta.  A number of exciting sightings were reported in the 
last month including the following; 
 
A Long-tailed Duck sighting on the Connaught Pond was 
reported by George Koopmans on April 18th. This duck is a 
regular spring migrant in northern Alberta, with fewer 
records from southern parts of the province. It winters off 
the coast, and in coastal bays, and nests on tundra ponds. 
Thanks to George Koopmans and Colton Prins, several 
other GN birders were able to share this exciting sighting. 
 
Black- necked Stilt sightings have been reported; two 
were observed on the Saskatchewan River shoreline 
across from Police Point Park on April 20th by Dan 
Schiebelbein, and four at a slough alongside RGE Rd.65 just north of Redcliff. The latter were in the company 
of ~15 American Avocets, 3 Horned Grebes, and a Willet and were observed by Bob Frew on April 24th. 
 
Sightings of Common Loons were reported by Barry and Judy Anderson; 4 were calling at Murray Lake on 
April 20th, and 7 were observed at Bullshead Reservoir on April 25th. 
 
Phil and Annalora Horch reported 5 Long-billed Curlews, while travelling between Red Rock Coulee and 
Murray Lake on April 22nd.  Linda Fisher also observed several Curlews on a native prairie section south of 
Murray Lake on April 23rd. Our largest shorebird, it can be detected on the grasslands by its distinctive loud 
call. 

 
During a day of birding and photography at Kininvie 
Marsh on April 24th, Dan Schiebelbein tallied 51 
species including; 12 American Avocets, 15 Ring-
necked Ducks, 3 Red-breasted Mergansers, and 5 
Black-crowned Night Herons. However, the highlight 
of the day occurred when Dan observed and 
photographed the courtship ritual of a pair of Horned 
Grebes, which he described as comparable to the 
spectacular “dancing on water” ritual of Western 
Grebes. 
 
 
 

On April 22nd, Bob Frew observed 6 White-faced Ibis flying very low over Strathcona Island Park. The Ibis 
emerged from the river valley, from the Police Point side, from further downstream, or possibly from the 
sewage lagoons. It is unusual to see Ibis within the city limits.  Once rare in Alberta, the species was confirmed 
at Pakowki Lake in 1974, and is now more widespread and can be found at other places including Kininvie 
Marsh, Murray Lake, Sauder Reservoir, Fincastle Lake, and Frank Lake.  
 
Colton Prins reported a Eurasian Wigeon at a small pond on RGE Rd 64 just north of HWY 1 at Redcliff (his 
fifth sighting of the species this spring).  Colton also observed a female Barrow’s Goldeneye on another pond 
near the corner of RGE Rd 64/TWP Rd. 140. Southeastern Alberta is considered beyond the limit of this 
species usual distribution. 
 
 

Photo by R. Frew 

Photo by D. Schiebelbein 



Exciting Sightings Continued: 
 
A pair of Wood Ducks was reported downstream from the boat launch in Echo Dale Regional Park by Eric 
Vokes on April 30th. The southern part of the province is the northern limit of its breeding range. 
 
A Clark’s Grebe accompanied by 4 Western Grebes was observed and photographed by Dan Schiebelbein at 
Murray Lake on April 29th. Clark’s Grebe can be distinguished by the lack of black around the eye and by its 
orange-yellow bill. Southeastern Alberta is within the northern most reaches of the Clark’s Grebe’s range. 
 
Passerine sightings at our city and regional parks reported by GN birders during the last week of April/first 
week of May included; Ruby-crowned, and Golden-crowned Kinglets ,  Yellow-rumped Warblers (Myrtle 
and Audubon’s), Orange-crowned Warblers,  Yellow Warbler , Townsend’s Solitaires,  Swainson’s 
Thrush, Cedar Waxwings,  Tree Swallow, Spotted Towhee, Least Flycatcher, and Brown Thrasher. 
 
 On May 2nd, Milt and Elaine Spitzer reported that there are good numbers of Mountain Bluebirds, along the 
Carol Porter Bluebird trail on the west side of the Cypress Hills. Many of the boxes contain nearly completed 
bluebird nests. 
 
Raptors- Phil and Annalora Horch reported 9 Northern Harriers, 6 Red-tailed Hawks, and 2 Swainsons 
Hawks on an April 25th visit to the Cypress Hills.  On the same day, Eric Volkes reported 2 Ferruginous 
Hawks at nests along HWY 885 near Pakowki Lake.  Eric noted that water levels on Pakowki Lake were low. 
 
All three teal species have been reported; 35 Green-winged Teal by Eric Vokes at Pakowki Lake on April 26th, 
8 Blue-winged Teal by Colton Prins north of Redcliff on May 3rd, and 12 Cinnamon Teal  also on May 3rd, by 
Val and Kay Felesky at Pakowki lake. 
 
The first Loggerhead Shrike sightings this spring were reported west of the Arrowhead Ranch on TWP Rd. 
114, by Phil and Annalora Horch, and by Milt and Elaine Spitzer who reported a sighting south of 
Manyberries. Both sightings occurred on May 6th.  
 
On May 8th, while walking through the old ski trail at Police Point Park, Milt and Elaine Spitzer flushed a Long-
eared Owl which flew in the direction of the enchanted forest.  There are confirmed breeding records for this 
species in the park. 

 
Please report your exciting sightings to Bob Frew: phone 403-526-4573, or e-mail    
Robert.frew@shaw.ca 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

The photo of the Clark’s Grebe (on the left) and of the flying Double-crested Cormorant (on the right) were 
graciously provided and permission granted to publish by Dan Schiebelbein:  dansnaturephotography.com  



Spring is not the domain of only migrating birds or flowering plants but also by emerging 
Reptiles and Amphibians 

 
There have been numerous reports of snake sightings this spring; a few are depicted in the photographs 
below.   Also the chorus frogs have been doing their “fingers strumming a comb” from the wetlands.  Also 
sometimes very unusual bird plumages are noted. 
 

  

The rattlesnake above was seen on April 30 at Burnside 
Heights while some members were looking for spring 
flowers.  Photo by John Slater 

Bull snakes and garter snakes were 
emerging from their hibernaculum on 
the hillside of Ross Glen on April 24. 
Photo by Brent Cowan. 

 

This fourfoot bull snake was observed along the west 
entrance to Police Point Park on May 7.  This snake was 
observed by Martha Maudsley and daughter Lily as well as 
by John Slater (his photo), Hugh Armstrong and Gerry 
Ehlert.  

 

This partially leucistic American Robin 
was seen at Echo Dale Regional Park by 
Elaine and Milt Spitzer on April 29.  
The peculiarity of this sighting was that 
a similar plumaged robin was seen in 
2018 at the potluck dinner in the park. 



Flowers seen this Spring 

  

 

 

 

Starting on the upper left proceeding clockwise: 
-Purple Phlox; April 25 on walk to Echo Dale by Elaine 
Zimmer. 
-Easter Daisy (Low Townsendia) at Upper Burnside on 
April 30; photo by J. Slater. 
-Blue Beards Tongue along western entrance to PP Park 
on May 7 photo by J. Slater. 
-Martha Munz Gue enjoying the spring flowers. 
-Creeping Whitlow Grass (Draba reptans) in Ranch-
lands Reserve on April 25; photo by Martha Munz Gue. 
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Membership Form for 2020 
 

Name* _________________________ Name of 2nd Family Member ** ______________________ 
 

Address* ___________________________________ Membership:  Individual $20/year _________ 
 

City / Province* ______________________________                      Family     $25/year _________ 
 

Postal Code* ________________________________       Organization  $25/year _________ 
 

Telephone+ _________________________________   Donation __________ Tax Receipt Available 
 

Email++ _____________________________________   Total Enclosed __________________ 
 

Preference for receiving Chronicle newsletter*:  
 

Post or       Email or       Neither    
 

Current and recent Chronicles can be viewed and downloaded from the Grasslands Naturalists 
website www.natureline.info/gn 
 

* Required information.  ** Required information for family membership. 
 

+ Optional Information.  For phone number(s), please note if it is a residence, cell phone or business number.  
 

++ Information required if you wish to receive the Chronicle or Nature Alberta Magazine by email. 

 

Informed  Consent  for  Field Trips 
 

     I may wish to participate in field trips and events organized by Grasslands Naturalists. 
     I affirm that as a participant I am prepared to stay with the group and follow the directions of 
the coordinator.  If I choose to bring my child(ren)/ward(s), I will ensure they also stay with the 
group and follow the directions of the coordinator and activity leader.  I affirm that, knowing my 
personal state of health, I feel that I am mentally and physically capable of participating in the trips 
and events that I choose to attend. 
     I acknowledge that I am aware of the inherent risks, hazards, and dangers associated with 
activities arising from my participation in trips and events which may result in injury to me or result 
in my death. 
     Therefore, in consideration of my participation in these trips and events, for myself, my heirs, 
my executors, my administrators, and my successors, I voluntarily assume all risks and hereby 
waive all my rights against Grasslands Naturalists and unconditionally release and discharge the 
Grasslands Naturalists, its members, directors, officers, its affairs and its coordinators from all 
manner of activities, causes of action, suits, claims and demands for damages due to personal 
injury, death, loss or damage to property, expenses or otherwise which may or shall arise in any 
way as a result of my participation in the above trips and events. 
 

________________________________________________   _______________________________________________ 
 Signature of Member      Signature of 2nd Family Member 
 

 Date: ____________________________________________   Date: _________________________________________

http://www.natureline.info/gn


Grasslands Naturalists 
Box 2491, Medicine Hat, Alberta T1A 8G8 

 

Consent Form 
 

Consent to the Use and Distribution of Personal Information 
   
 

Grasslands Naturalists (GN) collects personal information subject to Alberta’s Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FOIP).  GN may, subject to your consent, wish to make 
some personal information public through, for example, its Chronicle, Website, Facebook page or 
newspaper article.  Please indicate your consent to the following release of information and note 
any specific exclusion of a consent such as for children. 
 
       Yes     No  Exclusion 
Name      ______________________________________________ 
Residence telephone   ______________________________________________ 
Cell phone     ______________________________________________ 
Business phone    ______________________________________________ 
Email address    ______________________________________________ 
Residence address    ______________________________________________ 
Pictures     ______________________________________________ 
 
As a GN Member, you can receive, free of cost, an electronic version of the quarterly Nature Alberta 
Magazine.  To receive the magazine, GN must supply your email address to Nature Alberta so that it 
can email you the magazine. Please indicate your consent to receiving the electronic version of the 
Magazine by email from Nature Alberta.       Yes         No 
 
Beyond the above consents, GN will not distribute personal information to a third party without your 
consent unless such information is required, by law, to be released to a federal or provincial 
government agency in order, for example, to maintain GN’s non-profit organization status. 
 

Consent to Receive Emails Related to Commercial Activities 
 

GN may wish to send you emails to promote some of its commercial activities including those 
provided by its Club and Interpretive Program.  Please indicate your consent to receiving such 
information.       Yes         No 
 

Modification of Consents 
 
You may modify any of the above consents, at any time, through a written request to the member 
of the GN Executive responsible for Memberships. 
 
 

_________________________________________  _________________________________________ 
Signature of Member               Signature of 2nd Family Member 
 

   

Date:  __________________________________________   Date:  __________________________________________ 


