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Society of Grassland Naturalists 

Minutes of General Meeting – April 28, 2015 

Police Point Park 

 
1. Call to Order: 7:07 pm. Dave McKenzie – Chair; Anne Bernhardt – acting Secretary. 

 

2. Review and Adoption of Minutes of General meeting February 24, 2015: Motion carried. 

 

3. Exciting Sightings: Sightings from members – Leaf Cutter Bees, Yellow Rump Warbler, Meadowlarks 
and Robbins. 

 

4. Treasurer’s Report: Eileen away. Anne reported from GN Board meeting on April 7, 2015 - Total GN 

club: $23,030.48; Interpretive Program: $72,502.55. Membership 96. 

 

5. Priority Business: 

a. Elected Executive at AGM March 24, 2015: 

 President – Dave McKenzie 

 Vice President – Hugh Armstrong 

 Secretary – Betty Rainville 

 Treasurer – Eileen Cowtan 

 Past President (appointed) – Anne Bernhardt 

b. Directors-at-Large appointed at Board Meeting April 7, 2015:   Gary Martin and Wendy Fayad-

Dennis* (*later declined).  

c. Standing Committees and Projects: Contact persons notified to call meetings to select chair and 

draft budget. 

d. External Representative to Nature Alberta: Mike O’Shea and Martha Munz Gue as alternative. 
 

6. Interpretive Program Report: Corlaine Gardner reported that the Easter event was very successful with 

5100 people in attendance at the Nature Centre. Always welcome more volunteers. Upcoming events as 

listed in the April Chronicle.  

 

7. Committee Reports: 
a. Indoor Program – Dave McKenzie: tonight’s presentation “Ferruginous Hawks in Southern 

Alberta” by Janet Ng, PhD Candidate, Dept Biological Science, U of A. May 26, Ian & Angela 

Turner on “Walking Tour of Northern England”.   

e. Field Trips: no report. 

f. Fundraising: no report. 

g. Bird Tales Project: no report. 

h. Birding Trails Project: Milt Spitzer mentioned that the group is wating for Phil Horch to return 

and call a meeting. 

 

8. Other Business: 
a. Spring Prairie Flower Walk: Sunday May 3rd 2:00pm at the Nature Centre. 
b. Field Trip: Saturday May 9th with Phil Horch “Birding to Sauder’s and Murray Reservoirs”. 

c. City Civic Recognition Awards: Wednesday May 20, 2015, 7:00pm at the Esplanade. Sean 

Allen to receive the Environmental Award for the Baby’s Breath removal project. 

d. Spring Bird & Flower Count: Sunday May 24, 2015 – contact Marty Drut, Nature Centre to be 

assigned an area. 

e. “Get Out” Program: Rob Gardner gave a brief outline to encourage people outside for 

recreation. He would like to get all outdoor recreation organizations (non-profit) online so that 

they are in the loop. Rob moved that GN support the “Get Out” Program. Second. Motion carried. 

f. Next GN Board Meeting: Tuesday May 5th, 2015, 7:00pm at Anne Bernhardt’s home. 

g. Next GN General Meeting: Tuesday May 26, 2015, 7:00pm at the Nature Centre. 

h. Meeting Adjournment: 7:25pm.  

i. Tonight’s Indoor Program: Janet Ng presentation on “Ferruginous Hawks in Southern Alberta”. 

Attendance: 25  



 2 

 


