1.

3.

Society of Grassland Naturalists
Minutes of Annual General Meeting — March 24, 2015
Medicine Hat College Crowfoot Room

Call to Order at 6:35 pm. Dave McKenzie, Vice-President — Chair (with assistance from John
Slater); John Slater — Acting Secretary. Attendance: 25 members.

Minutes: The minutes from the AGM held March 25, 2014 at the Nature Centre were reviewed
by John. Acceptance of the Minutes was moved and seconded. CARRIED.

Annual Reports: Hard copies of annual reports were available at the meeting and brief
summaries were given orally by the individuals identified with * . Complete reports are available
for detailed perusal on the GN website and selected reports will be printed in the Chronicle.

e President’s Report — Anne Bernhardt (presented by John Slater)*

e Treasurer’s Report — Eileen Cowtan*
Fileen presented the Treasurer’s Report that included finances for both the Society
of Grasslands Naturalists and the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program. Particular
attention was given to the 6-years Historical Summaries for the GN Club and
MHIP. For the Club, there has been a net income each year; however, for the MHIP
there has been a net loss so the Total Equity has been decreasing over the years.
This loss is being addressed by the Fundraising Committee. Acceptance of the
report was moved and seconded. Motion carried.
Thanks were extended to Hugh Armstrong and Dave McKenzie who examined the 2014
GN and IP financial records as presented by Eileen.
Communications Committee Report — Eileen Cowtan
Operation’s Committee Report — Not available
Interpretive Program Report - Corlaine Gardner*
Issues Committee Report — John Slater
Budget Committee Report — Paul Thibault
Governance Committee Report — Paul Thibault
Fundraising Committee Report — Hugh Armstrong*
Bird Tales Project Report — Dee Armstrong*
Field Trips Report - Mike O’Shea*
Indoor Programs Report — Dave McKenzie
Carol Porter Bluebird Trail Report - Milt Spitzer (presented by John Slater)*
Birding Trails Project Report — Not available

e Nature Alberta — Martha Munz Gue*
John Slater thanked everyone who has worked on the GN Board in the past year and people who
have volunteered on committees and projects. He would like to encourage everyone to get
involved in some way, no matter how much.

Elections:
John Slater presented the report of the Nomination Committee, chaired by Bill Knibbs. John
called for further nominations from the floor, and the following individuals were voted in as the
GN Executive Officers for 2015:

e President — Dave McKenzie

e Vice President — Hugh Armstrong

e Treasurer — Eileen Cowtan

e Secretary — Betty Rainville



5. Other Business:

The appointment of the other directors (Past President and Directors at Large), and the
representatives for the society’s various projects, committees and external organization
(see meeting agenda attached) will take place at the next GN Board meeting to be held
April 7, 2015, 6:30pm at the home of Hugh Armstrong. Each Committee and Project
Group is asked to call a meeting within 30 days following that Board meeting to select
Chairperson and draft proposed budget to be submitted to the Budget Committee.
Honourary Lifetime Memberships: Presentations of certificates were made to Eileen
Cowtan by Corlaine Gardner and to Mike O’Shea by Bob Frew. Details documenting
their many years of dedicated service to Grasslands Naturalists and Interpretive Program
Board and the environmental movement in general were mentioned. Both Eileen and
Mike expressed their gratitude and how much they have enjoyed being associated with
the Club.

Mike O’Shea is retiring and moving to Spruce Grove near Edmonton at the end of June
and volunteered to be our GN Rep on Nature Alberta. All accepted his offer. Martha
Munz Gue said she would coordinate with Mike to be the local GN spokesperson with
NA.

Martha commended Sean Allen for his endeavour with the Baby’s Breath Removal
project in Ranchlands Environmental Reserve over the past two years. Sean expressed his
gratitude for GN’s support to the project and especially the nomination for the 2015 City
Environmental Civic Recognition Award.

6. Announcements:

2015 is GN’s 30™ anniversary since formation Sept 23, 1985 (incorporation/bylaws 1991;
charitable organization 1992). Various celebrations to be arranged throughout the year.
This year is Nature Alberta 45™ anniversary: various events/activities in Alberta planned.
The World Water Week display is still at the MH Public Library until Sunday.

The Water Film “DamNation” will be shown Monday March 30, 7pm at the MH Public
Library.

Next GN Board Meeting, Tuesday April 7, 6:30pm at Hugh Armstrong’s house.

Next General Meeting April 28, 7:00pm at the Nature Centre; 8pm guest speaker
presentation.

7. Field Trips and Up-Coming Events:

Ben Velner will travel to Manyberries and surrounding area for the annual birding trip to
look for Sharp-tailed grouse and other species on Saturday, March 28. Please meet at the
Tim Horton’s Dunmore Road location at 6:00am sharp. This will be a long day so dress
warm and pack a lunch.

The Easter Program “Chicks and Bunnies” will run over Easter weekend from April 3
to 6th at the Nature Centre. Volunteers still needed for the afternoons from Good Friday
to Easter Monday.

Mixed Grass Forum to be held Saturday April 11, 9am-4pm at MH College, S159.
Contact Cathy Linowski at the College for more information and to register.

The City-Wide Spring Cleanup is fast approaching and needs volunteers to help. More
details to follow.

City Civic Recognition Awards to be held Wednesday May 20™, 6:30pm at the
Esplanade.

Field Day at Mattheis Ranch Friday July 10, 10am-4pm — north of Brooks.

Check the Chronicles for updates on Field Trips coordinated by Gary Martin.



8. Meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm

9. Indoor Program: Gary Martin introduced guest speaker Paul Avery with a presentation on “Elk
Management in the Cypress Hills”. Attendance: 28 people, including one couple from Calgary.

Summary of Paul Avery’s Presentation
GN AGM Tuesday, March 24, 2015 at MH College

Tonight’s presentation by Paul Avery, a conservation officer with Cypress Hills Park at the _
Elkwater Administration, is entitled “Elk Management in the Cypress Hills”. Paul detailed the
history and changes in the population of elk in the Cypress Hills and surrounding area during the
past two hundred years. In the early 1800s, there was a large number of elk as well as Plains
Grizzlies which help to maintain a check on the elk population. However, by the late 1800s, the
number of elk had been drastically depleted and virtually wiped out due to hunting and harvesting
of skins. Elk were absent from the area until 1937, when a group of ranchers reintroduced elk to
Cypress Hills by bringing in a boxcar load of them from Wainwright. The herds began to
multiply, and by the mid 1940s, there were reports of elk causing crop damage.

To “control” (manage) the number of elk, hunting was begun again in the 1950s outside the Park
and in 1978 inside the Park. Cypress Hills is currently the only provincial park allowing hunting
of elk. From annual aerial surveys, the overwinter elk population was to be kept at about 700.
Hunting Permits and Tags were distributed by lottery draws set at 27% cull factor of the ideal
population. The typical hunting season is the 4-weeks in November allowing about 40 hunters in
the Park four days each week. Outside the Park, the season is extended into December and mid
January. The success rate averages around 30 to 40%.

The surveys have discovered that four distinct herds have formed in the Park: Murray Hill (west
area) with 80 to 120; Spruce Coulee with 80 to 100; Reesor Lake Hills with 150 to 250; and
Graburn area being the largest with 200 to 400. However, the Graburn herd has recently seemed
to have disappeared, thought to have headed south and east about 20 to 30 miles out of the Park
for reasons yet unknown.

In the past three years, due to budget restraints as well as lack of snow this past January, annual
surveys have not been conducted. Not having the detailed counts is becoming a concern for the
prudent management of the elk population. The hunt cull numbers are being set on the basis of
perhaps out-dated elk population numbers. Having good counts is important for checks and
balances with the management of the elk. Finally, with hunters coming to Cypress Hills from all
over Alberta and even BC, there are economic benefits to ensuring that the hunting continues in
and around the Park.



